
Covid-19 Numbers in India to 
Peak in Early May

A new report brings to fore, some grim realities about the 
Covid-19 projections in India. The Times India Outbreak 
Report predicts that the number of coronavirus cases will 
range from 30,000 to a worst-case scenario of about 
286,000. About 30% of the affected people may require 
intensive care facilities. The report highlights that the 
country could possibly witness a steep rise in the number 
of cases early-May or mid-May. The report also underlines 
the need for a robust lockdown and containment to aim at 
a substantial period to eradicate the pandemic.

Coronavirus Cases

Highlights

The Central Drug Controller relaxes 
norms to allow import of drugs with 
less than 60% of their shelf life amid 
the Covid-19 crisis. 

A nationwide database of healthcare 
professionals and volunteers (Covid 
Warriors) has been created to help 
states and Union territories to make 
their crisis management plans based 
on the available manpower to deal 
with the COVID-19 outbreak.

Cautioning unemployment risk, NITI 
Aayog has proposed a �scal stimulus 
of 5% of the GDP to �ght the crisis.

Has a globalised lifestyle has made us 
weaker than ever? Is this be the ideal 
moment to focus on regenerating our 
rural economy to bring about Gandhi’s 
cherished dream of gram swaraj?

The pharma industry has taken the 
Covid-19 hit with most domestic 
pharmaceutical producers are 
operating at 30%-50% of capacity, 
while larger research-driven players 
say they have hit 40%-50%.
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How We Could Put Social Vaccine to Use?
At a time when the world is looking at ways to “�atten the 
curve”, what we need is a social vaccine. While the 
researchers are still scouting for effective treatments to 
reduce deaths with COVID-19, considering the limited 
ef�cacy and uptake of in�uenza vaccines, vaccines for 
SARS-CoV-2/COVID-19 may not provide a panacea, we 
need to rely on a social vaccine to help build societal 
immunity.

Policy Conversations

India: 17,615

Global: 2,423,498
*Figures as on 20 April, 2020

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/covid-19-likely-to-peak-in-india-by-early-or-mid-may/articleshow/75241822.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/import-consignments-delayed-drug-controller-eases-norms/story-AvD97mSoBJjtqwRR56DiTO.html
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/covid-19-govt-forms-database-of-healthcare-professionals-volunteers-to-manage-human-resource/articleshow/75236129.cms
https://www.financialexpress.com/economy/covid-19-crisis-stimulus-of-5-of-gdp-needed-says-niti-aayog/1930993/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/coronavirus-covid-19-tracker-india-mahatma-gandhi-swadeshi-swachhata-sarvodaya-gita-dharampal-6369939/
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/coronavirus-lockdown-pharma-units-still-not-able-to-operate-freely/article31384230.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/a-shot-of-hope-with-a-game-changing-vaccine/article31383184.ece


On the Bright Side

After Goa, Manipur has declared itself 
to be the second state to become Coro-
na-free in India. The state no longer has 
any COVID 19-positive case as the only 
patient tested negative for the virus. 

Digital Conversations-
Social Media

I am glad to share that Manipur is now 
Corona free. Both patients hv fully 
recovered and have tested negative. 
There are no fresh cases of the virus in 
the state. This has been possible 
because of cooperation of public &med-
ical staff and strict enforcement of 
lockdown  @PMOIndia

N.Biren Singh
@NBirenSingh

Highlights

Drugs with lower shelf lives might be 
allowed to enter Indian shores under 
exceptional conditions, provided that 
the expiry date has not been reached.
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Time to Look at Health Policies From a Universal Lens
Faced with the most threatening health calamity of our 
times, the economic crisis brought upon us by 
Covid-induced lockdowns has brought to fore, the state of 
public healthcare services and infrastructure. We are 
seeing now, more than ever, the need to upscale the quality 
of services to bridge the gaps. Developing countries suffer 
from poor quality public services in general; public health 
infrastructure, or rather the lack thereof, is in the spotlight 
at the moment, but other critical functions of the 
government such as social safety nets, public works, and 
law-and-order suffer from systemic weaknesses. What we 
need now is a welfare agenda from universal and holistic 
perspective. 
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New time-saving diagnostic kit from Kerala
In a remarkable breakthrough, Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical Sciences and Technology, has developed 
a diagnostic kit which would reduce the sample to test time to less than two hours. If all goes as planned, the test 
could be the 1st of its kind in India and even the world.
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Technology

Himachal Pradesh Creates an App for Quarantine 
breach alerts
In a novel way to identify the location of the quarantined 
people at the time when they were most likely to violate 
and breach the quarantine, with recommendations from 
the Ministry of Health, Himachal Pradesh’s IT department 
came up with an app called Corona mukt Himachal app 
was developed for tracking of the people under quarantine. 
The app has is meant for quarantined people and triggers 
an alert whenever they move 15 meters away from their 
location. 

Karnataka opts for Remote Monitoring for Safety of 
Doctors 
Karnataka adopts remote monitoring to ensure doctors’ 
safety. Specialist doctors can monitor the health condition 
of patients remotely without coming in contact with them. 
The technology will help them track real-time updates on 
ICU patients of every hospital in the state. 

https://www.thehindu.com/business/Industry/coronavirus-lockdown-pharma-units-still-not-able-to-operate-freely/article31384230.ece
https://www.livemint.com/opinion/columns/the-time-for-a-universal-welfare-agenda-is-now-11587212383614.html
https://www.expresscomputer.in/news/himachal-pradesh-develops-covid-19-combat-applications-in-no-time/53152/
https://bangaloremirror.indiatimes.com/bangalore/others/karnataka-goes-hi-tech-to-safeguard-doctors/articleshow/75170967.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/sree-chitra-develops-cheaperfaster-diagnostic-test-kit-for-covid-19/articleshow/75185161.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/coronavirus-manipur-has-no-covid-19-positive-case-as-of-sunday-chief-minister-2214454
https://spag.asia/india/
https://twitter.com/SPAGAsia
https://www.linkedin.com/company/spag/

