
India Must Foster Innovation to
Flatten the COVID-19 Curve

For the 52nd most innovative country in the world, India has 
the talent pool and capabilities to become the centre of 
innovation. From Make in India to Start-up India, the coun-
try has been taking various steps to strengthen key areas 
and build a robust partnership between the government 
and the academia. However, innovations need a scienti�c 
temperament and an environment that promotes research 
in the healthcare sector. How can India create a favourable 
policy ecosystem?
Read More

Coronavirus Cases

With the intensifying debate over the 
Delhi government limiting the testing 
options (only testing those with asymp-
tomatic symptoms), top technocrats at 
the Centre are suggesting a new ‘mitiga-
tion’ strategy for cities like Delhi and 
Mumbai. The strategy seeks to test 
those who are hospitalised. 
Read More

The Ministry of Health and Famliy 
Welfare will now enable government or 
private hospitals to import untested drug 
that are undergoing trials in other coun-
tries. The authorities will amend the New 
Drugs and Clinical Trials Rules 2019 to 
allow the ‘compassionate use,’ like 
Covid-19, rare paediatric disorders and 
genetic diseases.
Read More

The Indian Council of Medical Research 
(ICMR)’s population-based serosurvey 
recently concluded that one-third of the 
country’s population living in the contain-
ment zones and hotspots may already 
be infected with the virus and recovered. 
Read More
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India Prepares to Meet Global Standards to Export PPEs 
The Indian government has asked the industry to get 
global certi�cation to enable the export of Personal Protec-
tive Equipment (PPE) once India’s demand is ful�lled. To be 
able to export in other countries, India needs to meet some 
functional requirements such as health and safety, which 
may differ for various countries. As India looks at the global 
market, meeting global standards becomes a critical 
aspect of the trade, especially in the times we are today. 
Read More

Policy Matters

India

Global

*Figures as on 9 June, 2020

Confirmed
267,652

Deaths
7,481

Recovered
129,380

Confirmed
7,226,863

Deaths
409,322

Recovered
3,559,897

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/coronavirus-cases-covid-testing-strategy-6449544/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/healthcare/biotech/pharmaceuticals/govt-may-soon-allow-import-of-untested-drugs-under-trial/articleshow/76271993.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/icmr-serosurvey-coronavirus-one-third-infected-hotspots-covid-exposure-india-1686984-2020-06-09
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/ppe-makers-told-to-prepare-for-global-certification/articleshow/76270055.cms
https://health.economictimes.indiatimes.com/health-files/we-need-to-create-an-environment-that-fosters-an-innovation-mind-set-and-a-favourable-ecosystem/4320
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The �ndings appeared in media related 
to ICMR Sero Survey for COVID-19 are 
speculative and survey results yet to be 
�nalised. #IndiaFightsCorona @PIB_In-
dia @CovidIndiaSeva

ICMR
@ICMRDELHI

This is not happening in any other coun-
try but India. How is it legal to turn away 
patients in the middle of a pandemic? If 
you cant regulate private hosps, what's 
the point of a government? @drharsh-
vardhan @ArvindKejriwal

Vidya
@VidyaKrishnan

Even as the race for a COVID-19 
vaccine picks pace, accessibility is a 
cause of major concern and the most 
signi�cant talk point. At the Global 
Vaccine Summit hosted by the British 
government, India and several other 
countries pledged close to $8 billion 
towards a vaccine for the novel virus to 
be distributed across the world by 
Gavi, a not-for-pro�t vaccine alliance.
Read More

Highlights
The Dire Need to Raise the Quality of PPEs 
The acute scarcity and sharp demand surge of PPEs is 
impacting healthcare workers the most. Most hospitals are 
struggling to procure quality PPE on time. As a result, not 
only are the prises soaring, the demand has led many new 
and inexperienced suppliers jump into the fray. This has led 
to a further decline in the quality of these equipment. It is 
time to look closely into the quality, the neglect and the 
commercial exploitation associated with PPEs, their 
demand and supply. 
Read More

COVID-19 Exposes the Existing Healthcare
Crisis in Africa
The Human Rights Watch says that the pandemic has 
exposed gaps that need urgent attention in the African 
countries. The governments in these countries need to 
take the Right to Health into account and ensure that it falls 
in line with the international human rights law, including the 
African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights. The need 
of the hour is for these countries to invest in the kind of 
healthcare infrastructure that can bridge the existing gaps 
and improve access to quality healthcare.
Read More

On the Global Front 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/healthcare/biotech/pharmaceuticals/aid-organisations-varsities-team-up-to-ensure-access-to-cheaper-vaccines/articleshow/76273946.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
https://www.forbesindia.com/blog/coronavirus/the-global-race-to-make-re-usable-n95-respirators-and-ppe/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/06/08/africa-covid-19-exposes-healthcare-shortfalls
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