
Fighting COVID-19 by Empowering 
India’s Public Health System

At this time of high anxiety due to the outbreak, every possi-
ble effort is brought to bear to �ght the novel virus. How 
can India �atten the curve? Maybe we should go back to 
the basics and empower the public primary healthcare 
system, a vehicle for extending basic and essential health-
care to all of rural India to �ght the crisis? There are many 
reasons why the public healthcare system was unable to 
deliver on its promise. It remained under-funded, 
under-supplied and under-staffed.
Read More

Coronavirus Cases

The Indian Council of Medical Research 
(ICMR) has tied up with the India Post for 
delivery of COVID-19 testing kits to 200 
additional labs designated for coronavirus 
testing across the country. 
Read More

The shortage of essential components is 
still posing trouble for India’s antibody 
testing capacity. We are still almost 
entirely reliant on foreign companies. An 
examination of procurement and compa-
ny approvals shows that foreign �rms 
account for the largest chunk of compa-
ny approvals for COVID-19 diagnostic 
materials in the country.
Read More

In a fresh order,  the government said it 
will reimburse private labs irrespective of 
the coronavirus testing kits they use. This 
comes a day after the authorities issued 
an order which said private labs will be 
reimbursed only if they use COVID-19 
testing kits sold by a Pune-based biotech 
company, Mylab Discovery Solutions.
Read More
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India Eyes Investment from America
With the world cutting their dependence on China, India is 
expecting business from as many as 1,000 companies in 
the U.S. putting medical equipment suppliers, food process-
ing units, textiles, leather and auto part makers on the priori-
ty list. At this point, a surge in investment would help India 
shore up an economy battered by an eight-week nation-
wide lockdown to control the COVID-19 outbreak.
Read More

Policy Matters

India

Global

*Figures as on 8 May, 2020

Confirmed
56,516

Deaths
1,895

Recovered
16,867

Confirmed
3,946,118

Deaths
271,667

Recovered
1,358,054

By Meenakshi Datta Ghosh/Sudhansh Malhotra 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/robust-primary-healthcare-really-helps/article31519978.ece#
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/75602879.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/covid-19-testing-capacity-mostly-dependent-on-foreign-firms-6399325/
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/delhi/delhi-govt-reverses-order-on-coronavirus-testing-kits-for-pvt-labs-6399435/
https://www.financialexpress.com/industry/india-seeks-to-replace-china-as-global-companies-first-choice-looks-to-lure-1000-us-firms/1950996/
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Really! The way doctors and medical 
workers are being treated by hospitals, 
governments and society is unprece-
dented. And it's happening across the 
world. An issue that will have to be 
resolved post pandemic. #coronavirus

Damayanti Datta 
@DattaDamayanti 

Not if the infection is ahead of you. If 
con�rmed cases per 100 tests is grow-
ing with tests/time...then clearly MH is 
way behind the virus...and we don't 
know the true extent of spread. Need 
LOT more tests. Just compare with TN 
which has done more tests than MH & 
has 1/3 cases!

Prof Shamika Ravi 
@ShamikaRavi 

The rise of infections in India is now 
faster than in neighbours Bangladesh 
and Pakistan. At the current rate of 
compounded daily growth, the number 
of cases would rise to 75,000 in �ve 
days.
Read More
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Will this Decade-old Technology Help Contain the 
Spread?
Some scientists are pinning their hopes on a decades-old 
technology to zap pathogens out of the air in stores, restau-
rants and classrooms, to help contain the spread of 
COVID-19. It is called upper-room ultraviolet germicidal irradi-
ation which is more like bringing the power of sunlight 
indoors. “We have struggled in the past to see this highly 
effective, very safe technology fully implemented for airborne 
infections,” said Dr. Edward A. Nardell, a professor of global 
health and social medicine at Harvard Medical School. 
Read More

India’s Progress from the ‘Pharmacy of the World’ to 
‘Manufacturing Hub’
With India lifting the export ban on 24 pharma ingredients 
and drugs in a move to alleviate drug shortages in the wake 
of the pandemic, not only is the country expanding its 
domestic market but is also turning out to be extremely 
valuable for the global market. The largest supplier of 
cost-effective generic drugs to developed countries, with 
global pharmaceutical players/innovators looking at 
outsourcing the manufacturing to manage costs, India 
could emerge as a major hub.
Read More

Technology

On the Global Front 

Understanding America’s COVID-19 Journey So Far: 
Report 
With COVID-19 pandemic casting its long shadow on the 
U.S. healthcare system, a report by The IQVIA Institute for 
Human Data Science throws light on how the outbreak 
caused a shift in the demand for drugs in hospitals and the 
community, in the delivery of care beyond COVID-19, in 
medical and drug coverage, and in the acceleration of 
efforts to develop new therapies and vaccines. 
Read More

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/mint-covid-tracker-at-current-trajectory-india-s-corona-case-count-likely-to-reach-75-000-in-five-days-11588912944454.html
https://www.financialexpress.com/opinion/bitter-medicine-covid-19-has-exposed-pitfalls-of-indian-pharmas-over-dependence-on-chinese-api/1951717/lite/
https://www.iqvia.com/insights/the-iqvia-institute/covid-19/shifts-in-healthcare-demand-delivery-and-care-during-the-covid-19-era
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/07/science/ultraviolet-light-coronavirus.html
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