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India can’t grow alone

6th July, 2020

Coronavirus Cases
India

Confirmed
704,607

Recovered
429,907

Deaths
19,782

Global

Confirmed
11,598,155

Recovered
6,562,555

Deaths
537,616

*Figures as on 6 July, 2020

Highlights

The outbreak of the pandemic has considerably highlighted the need for India to redefine its goals and priorities for
the future. It has paved the way for necessary amendments
required in the country’s health infrastructure at the primary
and secondary level. With the push for “Vocal for local”
gaining momentum in the country, many experts have time
and again pointed out the gradual shift in global supply
chains, highlighting India as one of the most favoured destinations for investment and growth in the world.
Read More

Policy Matters
Health has been a priority for the government
India has lost the opportunity to utilize the lockdown days
to build capacity. The experts emphasize that even if an
effort would have been put, all would have gone in vain.
Two and a half months are too less to achieve a healthcare
deficit that has been created in last 10 years. Healthcare
workers have faced challenges such as no wages, lack of
protective equipments, work overtime and lastly contracting the virus.
Read More

The Indian Council of Medical
Research’s official claim to launch
Covid-19 vaccine for public health use
latest by 15th August has faced criticism
from the scientific community. The
questions are being raised on the safety
and efficacy, which could possibly be
compromised if makers try to meet the
close to impossible deadline.
Read More
One of the biggest online pharmaceutical
platforms in India, 1mg, pulse oximeters’
sales have shot up 15 times in June as
compared to average sales in May. There
is a huge demand for oxygen concentrators but at present they are facing supply
issues.
Read More
After the World Health Organisation
declared that it has stopped hydroxychloroquine clinical trials as it didn’t help in
reducing mortality in hospitalized
patients, India will think twice before
using the drug to treat COVID-19.
Read More
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Government should opt for investment in public healthcare provisioning instead of price-capping
There has been increase in the number of drugs subjected
to price control: 74 in 1995 to 860 in 2019, according to
Amir Ullah Khan, Indian School of Business, NPPA has put
a price cap on several drugs and medical supplies. A price
cap suppresses the supply, inducing increase in the
demand thus, shortage is created. The government should
opt for investment in public healthcare provisioning instead
of price-capping.
Read More

On the Global Front

Highlights
The Indian Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) has been approached by 14
manufacturers of rapid antigen kits for
validation. These kits promise speedy
diagnosis, with the gold standard
RT-PCR tests, which takes 5 to 6
hours. The samples will be sent to labs
for testing, which means more time
before results reach the patients.
Read More

Digital ConversationsSocial Media
The CTRI doc by Bharat Biotech states
recruitment of trial participants will start
only by July 13th. Investigators and
ethics committee members tell us from
that time it will take minimum 6 months
for phase 1 & 2 of the vaccine trial to
finish. We report. @Teensthack
DivyaET
@rdivia
Image source: livemint

India becomes third worst-hit nation by COVID-19 after
the US and Brazil
India has overtaken Russia and has become the third
worst-hit country by COVID-19 pandemic after the United
States of America and Brazil, according to John Hopkins
University. The total number of infected cases in India
stands at 690,349 and more than 17,000 cases have been
registered in the last 24 hours, as per the PTI.
Read More

Karnataka govt on April 17 capped
COVID test charges for govt samples
at ₹2250. But it has failed miserably to
reign in pvt labs. @HospitalsApollo
Bengaluru is charging ₹6000: ₹4500
for test + ₹1500 as "sample handling
charges" @BSYBJP @sriramulubjp
@ICMRDELHI @ProfBhargava
Malini Aisola
@malini_aisola
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