
Vaccines Won’t Stop the Pandemic, 
Access to Vaccines Will

As the global pandemic upends societies, the race to 
produce vaccines has accelerated with countries sprinting 
towards �nding a solution. Promising as it may seem, the 
efforts mean little for the global world if they are not able to 
access these innovative solutions. The world has already 
witnessed this in case of Swine Flu when the vaccines 
developed in one part of the world, failed to reach the 
other. The future of accessibility depends on how manufac-
turing agreements or domestic export policies in countries 
producing vaccines approach international availability.
Read More

Coronavirus Cases

After receiving CE mark for its 
laboratory-based serology blood tests 
for COVID-19, Abbott is all set to make 
tests available in India by the end of May. 
The antibody test will tell if someone has 
been previously infected and give 
doctors a closer look into how long 
antibodies stay in the body and if they 
provide immunity. 
Read More

Is it time to decode the mystery of 
pandemics by going back to the golden 
texts of Ayurveda? Maybe yes. Since the 
pandemics are nothing new to the 
world, it is likely to �nd their cures 
described in ancient texts. 
Read More

While the governments debate the 
duration of lockdowns, data from a new 
study of 14 countries indicate that 
among a majority of those who say they 
want their economies to restart also 
reported of being "very nervous" about 
leaving home of which 82% are Indians 
and 72% are Japanese.  
Read More

Highlights

5th May, 2020Volume XII

1

The Road to India’s Economic Integration With Global 
Supply Chains
It is crucial for India to adhere to the Blue Dot Network 
norms for infrastructure to improve its place in the global 
Ease of Doing Business rankings. Many experts have 
highlighted the immense potential to boost foreign direct 
investment (FDI) and shore up investments as MNCs are 
looking to diversify their supply chains away from China. 
Read More

Policy Matters

India

Global

*Figures as on 5 May, 2020

Confirmed
46,476

Deaths
1,571

Recovered
12,849

Confirmed
3,664,494

Deaths
252,758

Recovered
1,206,013

By Seth Berkley, CEO, GAVI

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/29/opinion/coronavirus-vaccine.html
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/healthcare/biotech/healthcare/abbotts-covid-19-laboratory-based-antibody-tests-to-be-available-in-india-by-may-end/articleshow/75532377.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
https://www.magzter.com/articles/11783/445085/5ea84616ea4a1?mg_pf=android_magzter&utm_ID=14680065
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/coronavirus-people-in-india-japan-most-nervous-about-reopening-post-lockdown-survey-2223456
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/blogs/et-editorials/seize-this-out-of-china-fdi-opportunity/
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BMC is planning to now go in for 
homoeopathy to prevent its frontline 
workers. Plan to give arsenicum 
album-30 is being considered.

Sumitra Deb Roy
@SumitraRoyTOI

Two new domestic co's enter the 
vaccine race for Covid-19. Auro 
Vaccine with its vaccine platform for 
Ebola & Pune based Gennovo with 
mRNA candidate. This takes the total 
vaccines under work for Covid-19 to 6 
in India.

DivyaET
@rdivia

In a signi�cant step which will bring 
hope to many Indians stranded around 
the world, the ministry of external 
affairs (MEA) has come up with a �ight 
plan to send more than 60 �ights 
spread over a week for its citizens who 
have not been able to come home 
because of the coronavirus pandemic. 
The mega evacuation plan is expected 
to bring close to 14,800 Indians home. 
Read More
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On the Global Front 

Israel Develops a ‘Breakthrough’ Antibody to Fight 
COVID-19
In a recent statement, Israel claims to have developed a 
key coronavirus antibody that could potentially be the big 
breakthrough the world is waiting for. Developed at the 
biological research laboratory in Israel, the Israeli defence 
minister said that the “monoclonal neutralising antibody” 
could be a big step toward a possible treatment for the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Apparently, the antibody can 
neutralise the disease-causing coronavirus inside carriers’ 
bodies.
Read More

How India Could Bene�t from ‘Decentralized Equita-
ble Growth’
The smouldering outbreak is casting its long shadow on 
India’s economy. According to a recent KPMG report, the 
lockdown will impact various sectors— textile and apparel 
sector by 10-12%; automobile demand will continue to be 
muted; the building sector will continue to crumble; and the 
aviation and tourism sector will see a major meltdown. One 
way of approaching this crisis is to handle it in a decen-
tralised manner. We have already seen Kerala’s effective 
decentralised governance structure strengthen the hands 
of the administration and the medical system in �ghting the 
infection in the past.
Read More

Technology

Researchers Explore Gene Therapy for COVID-19 
Vaccine
A proven form of gene therapy is now being explored by 
researchers at two Harvard-af�liated hospitals to develop a 
coronavirus vaccine. The therapy is expected to be tested 
in humans later this year. They are expected to use a meth-
od already used in gene therapy for two inherited diseases. The idea is to use a harmless virus as a vector, or 
carrier, to bring DNA into the patient’s cells. In this case, the DNA should instruct the cells to make a coronavi-
rus protein that would stimulate the immune system to �ght off future infections.
Read More

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/7-days-12-countries-64-flights-india-s-plan-to-fly-back-thousands-of-citizens-amid-coronavirus-pandemic/story-d4C0ymif2bXplYMFLarzNM.html
https://qz.com/india/1850713/coronavirus-pushes-india-towards-decentralised-equitable-growth/
https://in.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-israel-treatment/israel-isolates-coronavirus-antibody-in-significant-breakthrough-minister-idINKBN22H07T
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/04/health/gene-therapy-harvard-coronavirus.html
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