
India to import superior testing 
technologies to combat COVID-19

In the process of opting for new testing technologies to 
battle COVID-19, the government has given a nod to 
import superior testing kits. To name a few, multi-national 
companies such as Abbot Healthcare, Roche Diagnostics 
and Indian �rms such as Eris Lifesciences have got regula-
tors’ approval to import these testing kits that use chemilu-
minescent platforms and ELISA platforms. The issues of 
pricing and ef�cacy led the government to explore more 
accurate testing methods.
Read More

Coronavirus Cases

To combat the increasing Covid-19 
cases, and meet the demand for 
medical equipment, the government has 
boosted the domestic production. This 
step will lead to adequate supplies of 
oxygen cylinders, ventilators, masks, 
personal protection equipment (PPEs), 
and RT-PCR testing kits. 
Read More

China’s decision to restart manufacturing 
and export of APIs, pharmaceutical 
ingredients has affected the outlook of 
the rating agency ICRA towards Indian 
pharma sector. It has slipped from stable 
to negative position. India is receiving 
shipments of raw materials from China. 
A hike in the prices of raw materials may 
bring change to the pro�ts of the 
pharma companies.
Read More

India may have started importing APIs 
from China.  Trust and quality issues 
however, still persist. India is thinking 
about the �scal incentives and subsidy in 
the capital to revive old API units. Bulk-
drugs parks, an incentive-based policy is 
another plan in the pipeline.  
Read More
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Global harmonisation among COVID-19 crisis - Need 
of the hour 
The public health threat has become an economic risk amid 
the Covid-19 crisis for India. With current uncertainties, the 
initial trajectory hardly determines the subsequent recovery. 
As per the report by the WTO, transparency obligations are 
crucial for trade in goods and services to �ow. While global 
shock helps economists and policymakers to �nd new path-
ways, a strong �scal and monetary policy-mix is a must.
Read More

Policy Matters

India

Global

*Figures as on 4 May, 2020

Confirmed
42,836

Deaths
1,395

Recovered
11,782

Confirmed
3,588,348

Deaths
248,818

Recovered
1,162,712

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/domestic-production-of-med-devices-ramped-up/articleshow/75499176.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/healthcare/biotech/pharmaceuticals/icra-upgrades-drug-companies-as-china-reopens/articleshow/75497695.cms?from=mdr
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/as-china-stumbles-india-plans-big-exports-push-in-bulk-drugs/articleshow/75480532.cms
https://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/govt-allows-import-of-superior-testing-technologies-in-covid-19-battle-120050101144_1.html
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/blogs/et-commentary/pandemic-and-international-integration-indias-need-for-a-strong-policy-mix/
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Organ donations hit hard by Covid-19, 
down to zero in April. State task-force 
also not in favour of transplants due to 
risk of infection/ higher complications. 
Many transplant centres are already 
grappling with covid, mobilisation of 
critical care staff (sic).

Sumitra Deb Roy
@SumitraRoyTOI

ICMR has announced �ve task force on 
various research groups. All of them 
stays except the nine member vaccine 
& drug research group.  ICMR 
disbands committee on research for 
drug & vaccine development. Now 
gone under Dept of Biotech (sic).

DivyaET
@rdivia

Advertising rates have been constantly 
staying above 40 as different business 
sectors are forestalling about economy 
likely to open back up. There has been 
a trend of advertisers investing more 
capital in advertising, while they are 
pushing payment terms with publish-
ers. The businesses are hopeful of 
higher conversions since digital shop-
ping has become even more popular. 
Read More
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On the Global Front 

Sweden- a potential model to battle COVID-19: WHO
The World Health Organization (WHO) has declared 
Sweden as a potential model for combating the COVID-19. 
Unlike most other countries, Sweden refrained from using 
the regular approach to the coronavirus pandemic. 
Sweden surprisingly continued to open its public places 
such as restaurants, bars, public pools. Even schools 
remained open in the nation, which has a population of 10 
million. This laissez-faire approach has raised many 
eyebrows especially the critics. WHO, however, has 
supported Sweden and experts here have claimed Swe-
den’s social distancing policies to have misconstrued. 
Read More

Post COVID-19: Implementation of these key insights 
can bring revolution
The response of Indian government, administration, and 
state governments to battle Covid-19 will help India take 
advantage of the rebalanced global order for accelerated 
economic growth, post-pandemic. We need to focus on 
Make-In-India strategies for the pharma-biotech-API indus-
try to contribute to economic growth. Build strategic stock-
piles of critical medicines, and components like �rst-aid, 
medical devices etc to be distributed around the country. 
Onus of job creation and state economic growth. Take a 
digital leap with a sustained partnership between the 
government and respective companies.
Read More

Technology

IISER scientists develop low-cost ventilator in less 
than three weeks 
Scientists from the Indian Institute of Science, Education 
and Research (IISER), Pune, have designed and manufac-
tured a low-cost ventilator, that draws inspiration from the 
Bharucha ventilator. Umakant Rapol and Sunil Nair �nished 
developing this ventilator in close to 18 days and claimed 
that the improvised version will help Indian hospital to 
combat COVID-19.
Read More
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