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An active ‘regulation’ is critical for
India to nurture a reputation for quality

31st July, 2020

Coronavirus Cases
India

Confirmed
1,663,174

Recovered
1,069,501

Deaths
35,980

Global

Confirmed
17,531,029

Recovered
10,983,195

Deaths
677,749

*Figures as on 31 July, 2020
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Along with the world, India too faced an acute shortage of
ventilators, personal protective equipment (PPE) kits,
among other healthcare needs in the early weeks of
COVID-19. Consequently, the need spawned production
of protective gears and medical equipment, reducing the
country’s dependency on global manufacturers. What has
raised concerns about the impact of the country’s public
health response to the pandemic, is the production of
low-quality PPEs and ventilators, among others. To make
India ‘atmanirbhar’, India needs to ensure that it meets its
quality challenge both, at home and abroad. The Central
Drugs Standard Control Organisation should define classification of PPE components intended for medical use.
Read More

India has not set a price for anti-viral #remdesivir because it has been approved only
as an experimental therapy for #Covid -19
and not a drug, leaving the field open for
black marketers, who are selling the drug
for as much as 10 times the actual price.
Teena Thacker
@Teensthack
India to soon roll out a registry of
#COVID19 patients in hospitals across
the country to understand the disease's
dynamics + improve quality of treatment.
The clinical registry is also expected to act
as a robust platform for trials.
Prabha Raghavan
@PrabhaRaghavan

Policy Matters
“A device needs to be developed with patient safety and product effectiveness in mind.”
The cardiovascular disease burden (CVD) has doubled in the last three decades, claiming 17.9 million lives every
year. As we fight a pandemic, advancement in medical technology and remote monitoring systems are playing
a critical role in helping patients living with heart conditions. Tushar Sharma, MD & GM-India & South Asia,
Vascular, Abbott, throws light on some of the latest innovations that go a long way in treating patients with CVDs.
He underlines the importance of encouraging innovations, making patient safety a priority.
Read More
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How can collaborations between India and the UK help patients worldwide?
In yet another attempt to work towards building a robust healthcare infrastructure together, India and United
Kingdom decided to work on five new projects worth eight million pounds. These research projects aim to
develop a better understanding of how waste from antimicrobial manufacturing, could be inadvertently
fuelling AMR. High Commissioner to India, Sir Philip Barton said that the huge investment will enable the two
countries to work closely together on global health challenges such as the search for a COVID-19 vaccine.
The projects are planned for September after receiving the required clearances.
Read More

Insight

COVID-19 vaccine will be available to all by 2023:
Here’s Why

It is critical to understand that vaccine development requires pre-clinical studies in laboratories and on
animals, and is followed by three phases of trials on human beings. Ultimately, few candidates reach the final
stage. What do we mean when we say COVID-19 vaccine will not be available to all before 2023? Before any
vaccine reaches the market, the licensing authorities scrutinise and examine all relevant data. Moreover, even
if a safe vaccine is licensed, the manufacturing of sufficient doses for 800 crore people would require time and
more importantly, a global collaboration among manufacturers is needed.
Read More

On the Global Front
Vietnam reports a fresh wave of COVID-19 cases
Just when the world thought Vietnam fought the COVID-19 battle successfully, the country witnessed an
outbreak of cases in the capital Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City, and the Central Highlands region earlier this week.
This news broke after Vietnam reported not even a single case in 100 days. The infection lurking in the country
has taken aback medical experts and residents who are unable to trace the origin of the new wave of cases.
With a population of 95 million people, Vietnam is the largest country in world that has not confirmed a single
COVID-19 fatality so far.
Read More
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