
Can We Pin Hopes on Remdesivir 
For Covid-19 Treatment? 

While no speci�c antiviral drug has proven successful for 
the treatment of Covid-19, scientists pinned their hopes on 
Remdesivir. But does it really work in patients with severe 
Covid-19 disease? In a randomized, double-blind, the 
placebo-controlled, multicentre trial in China, a Lancet 
study found that in adult patients admitted for severe 
COVID-19, remdesivir was not associated with statistically 
signi�cant clinical bene�ts.
Read More

Coronavirus Cases

In what came as a ray of hope, the
Health Ministry today, revealed that the
share of people who have been
discharged from hospital after Covid-19
treatment has risen to 25.13 percent.
The Ministry also added that the
doubling rate of Covid-19 cases has
also improved to 11 days from 3.4 days
before the lockdown.
Read More

India witnessed a 12% rise in the 
number of reported coronavirus cases 
over the past two days. This re�ects a 
slower growth trajectory as compared to 
the previous 48 hours, when the 
reported case count rose 14 percent to 
28,380.
Read More

Mumbai-based drug maker is all set to 
test its “plant-based” drug — which is 
meant for the treatment of dengue to 
see its impact on the treatment of 
Covid-19 patients.
Read More
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On the Road from ‘Make in China’ to ‘Make in India’
In 2018, the World Bank data showcased the total goods 
exported from India at USD 322.29 billion as against 
China’s whopping USD 2.49 trillion. The post-corona 
times, however, are different. Experts strongly believe that 
if only infrastructure bottleneck and slow approval process 
is dealt with ef�ciency, India would take only one to three 
years to replace China. The shift is already happening with 
different industries witnessing a rise in global demands for 
their goods. 
Read More
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*Figures as on 30 April, 2020

Confirmed
33,610

Deaths
1,075

Recovered
8,373

Confirmed
3,238,154

Deaths
228,846

Recovered
1,010,379

https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/25-19-covid-19-recovery-rate-now-major-improvement-from-14-days-ago-centre-2221095
https://www.livemint.com/news/india/mint-covid-tracker-india-s-corona-trajectory-slowing-with-cases-doubling-in-eleven-days-11588217683019.html
https://theprint.in/health/sun-pharmas-plant-based-under-trial-dengue-drug-could-be-tested-for-covid-treatment/411500/
https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/business/companies/coronavirus-impact-will-made-in-india-gain-at-the-expense-of-made-in-china-5203111.html
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)31022-9/fulltext
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India and #zimbabwe have a long histo-
ry of close and cordial relations. Togeth-
er we are stronger, and we will get 
through this troubling time and back on 
the path to prosperity. @narendramodi 
@PMOIndia @MEAIndia

Mansukh Mandaviya 
@mansukhmandviya

Pvt hosps & Ayushman Bharat (both 
govt's go to solutions for our health 
problems) have failed us so far 
Over-burdened, under-staffed govt run 
hosps are doing all the heavy lifting, 
while the fat cats are �guring out how 
to make more money in this crisis

Vidya
@VidyaKrishnan 

For Indians in Dubai waiting to �y 
home, the Embassy of India, Abu 
Dhabi and the Consulate General of 
India, Dubai, have started a database 
to register Indians, who can now be 
expected to return soon. 
Read More
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On the Global Front 

The End of Covid-19 & Beginning of Physiological 
Trauma for Healthcare Workers 
Gathering on the windows to clap for healthcare workers, 
cheering for their work and sending notes of gratitude may 
lift their spirits, but hero worship may not be able to help 
them from the mental crisis that could emerge once 
Covid-19 ends. From symptoms of depression to predic-
tions of a burnout that could lead healthcare workers to 
quit their jobs post the crisis, the challenges ahead are 
many. There is a need for governments around the world to 
expand mental health support and widen its scope in 
addressing systemic problems such as a nationwide 
mental health care professional shortage. 
Read More

Technology

API to Help Track Covid-19 Cases in its Initial Stage
The �rst version of the Application Programming Interface 
(API) developed by Apple and Google has been delivered 
to certain developers. Expected to release later this 
summer, the COVID-19 tracking technology will allow the 
transmission of data for tracking Coronavirus and contact 
tracing. The technology will help governments better identi-
fy individuals via a voluntary contract tracking mechanism 
by collect data of phones that have been in close proximity 
with each other.
Read More

When Should the End to the Lockdown Begin?
Health of an economy and the wellbeing of its people are 
interdependent— an important reason why the decision to 
keep or end a lockdown is so tricky. But the most import-
ant question staring at us is, how can we save the 
livelihoods of millions who are most likely to die from 
hunger if the lockdown does not end? Even as the govern-
ment walks a tight rope between the two, the choice must 
be made, now. 
Read More

https://www.livemint.com/news/world/indians-in-dubai-online-registrations-open-for-those-waiting-to-fly-home-11588226805145.html
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/psychological-trauma-is-the-next-crisis-for-coronavirus-health-workers/
https://www.news18.com/news/tech/apple-and-google-have-started-testing-their-covid-19-exposure-notification-api-2598699.html
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/india-lockdown-coronavirus-pandemic-6385425/
https://spag.asia/india/
https://twitter.com/SPAGAsia
https://www.linkedin.com/company/spag/

