
Five Crucial Tools Against COVID-19

COVID-19 caseload in Delhi is currently growing at almost 
twice the national growth rate with over 80,000 active cases 
and 2,600 deaths. To manage the surge in cases, Chief Minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal has listed �ve weapons against the disease. 
Providing adequate number of beds for COVID-19 patients 
tops the list. Other tools included the provision of pulse oxyme-
ters to patients which is an effective way to check oxygen 
levels, plasma therapy, surveys, and screening. While we are 
yet to see the effectiveness of these tools in addressing the 
crisis, they de�nitely make for a strong foundation.  
Read More

Coronavirus Cases

The increasing tensions between India 
and China have affected India’s imports 
from Beijing. According to reports, active 
pharmaceutical ingredients (API) or raw 
material for drugs and medical devices 
are not reaching India and are stuck at 
ports which can have an adverse impact 
on patient care in the country. 
Read More

The Drug Controller General of India 
gave a nod for phase-1 and phase-2 
human clinical trials of the Bharat 
Biotech’s COVID-19 vaccine candidate 
Covaxin. It was developed in collabora-
tion with Indian Council of Medical 
Research (ICMR) at the �rm’s Genome 
Valley plant in Hyderabad.
Read More

In yet another attempt to treat COVID-19 
patients, the Delhi government on 
Monday launched a plasma bank. All set 
for launch at the Institute of Liver and 
Biliary Sciences (ILBS), the bank will be 
made available to private and govern-
ment hospitals. 
Read More
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Is Rural India’s Healthcare Riding on the Wings of 
Untrained Professionals?
A recent study, ‘Two Indias: The structure of primary health 
care markets in rural Indian villages with implications for 
policy’ revealed that 68 percent of healthcare providers in 
rural India have no formal medical training and function 
Illegally. The study also revealed that In 2010, the average 
Indian village had 3.2 primary healthcare providers. 86 
percent of these were in the private sector and 68 percent 
had no formal training. 
Read More
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https://www.hindustantimes.com/editorials/the-five-tools-against-covid-19/story-67PCf2kmylbzmfIKrF8wcI.html
https://www.news18.com/news/india/stopping-import-of-apis-medical-devices-from-china-will-lead-to-shortage-of-covid-19-drugs-in-india-official-2693143.html
https://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/covid-19-crisis-bharat-biotech-s-vaccine-gets-nod-for-human-trials-120063000069_1.html
https://www.livemint.com/news/india/kejriwal-govt-to-set-up-india-s-first-plasma-bank-for-covid-19-treatment-11593475450162.html
https://www.livemint.com/news/india/many-non-metros-rely-on-untrained-healthcare-providers-11593480784270.html
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#Plasma #therapy for #Covid -19 has 
not shown promising results, according 
to the preliminary results of a study. The 
interim analysis from 300-odd patients 
who have been given plasma therapy 
showed that it is not working @ICMR-
DELHI 

Teena Thacker
@Teensthack

COVID19 has triggered an infodemic 
around the - lots of information, but not 
always reliable and trusted. WHO uses 
social media platforms to �ght misinfor-
mation and provide people with accu-
rate public health advice. #SocialMedia-
Day

World Health Organization
@WHO

Quality Lapses Continue to Impact India’s Self-Reliant 
Journey
Even as India rides on the self-reliant rhetoric to address the 
country’s healthcare needs, it seems like we are failing at 
the hands of quality. After Dhaman-1 ventilator controversy, 
a recent investigation by Ahmedabad Mirror revealed that 
the liquid packaged in 32,000 sanitiser bottles purchased 
by the Gujarat government failed quality benchmarks. 
Making matters worse, this was identi�ed two months after 
FDCA took samples for testing. Are we prepared for a 
self-reliant India with quality driving the journey?
Read More

New COVID-19 Cases Force New Shutdown Rules on 
Arizona
Witnessing another wave of COVID-19 cases, Arizona 
government ordered the gyms, bars, water parks and movie 
theatres to shut down for at least a month. The decision 
came in the backdrop of a recent spike in coronavirus cases 
which included a one-day record of over 3,800 cases. 
Read More

On the Global Front 

The Maharashtra Chief Minister 
Uddhav Thackeray inaugurated the 
world’s largest convalescent plasma 
therapy trial-cum-project called project 
PLATINA for the treatment of 
COVID-19 patients. 
Read More
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