
Where is India on the Global Chart of 
COVID-19 Testing?

India is struggling with a surge in the number of COVID-19 
cases with testing at the core of the problem, in most states 
across the country. However, looking at the parameters— 
the number of tests conducted daily per 1000 people, tests 
per con�rmed case and the total number of tests per 1000 
people, the data has some interesting facts laid out to 
assess the current situation. For starters, when we speak of 
the, “cumulative number of tests per thousand people”, the 
country is in the bottom quartile. The data  brings to fore, 
the need for exploring more options to optimise testing. 
Read More

Coronavirus Cases

The Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi 
and the National Chemical Laboratory, 
Pune are developing an alternative 
testing method which can be carried out 
at home with quicker results. The 
home-based testing method will solve 
the problems associated with the current-
ly used, Real-time Polymerase Chain 
Reaction (RT-PCR) tests.
Read More

The Union Health Ministry said that a 
1000-bed hospital for COVID-19 
patients has been developed by DRDO 
and would be functional from next week. 
The ministry also said that the Indian 
Council of Medical Research (ICMR) has 
supplied diagnostic material for carrying 
out 4.7 lakh RT-PCR tests till date to the 
12 functional labs for free in Delhi.
Read More

For a country that has 20 percent of the 
world’s menstruating girls and women, 
the outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic led 
to shortage of sanitary pads, according 
to an investigative report by The Print.
Read More
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Why is The Assam Pandemic Management Model 
Worth Emulating?
Assam has been successful in containing the spread of 
novel virus primarily due to the inter-sectoral and multidimen-
sional approach adopted by the state. Assam took steps 
towards contact tracing and isolation of primary contacts 
which helped in stopping the spread of virus in the initial 
stages, lessons India could adapt in other states as well.
Read More
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*Figures as on 29 June, 2020

Confirmed
550,395

Deaths
16,506

Recovered
322,699

Confirmed
10,280,397

Deaths
505,145

Recovered
5,580,959

https://www.livemint.com/opinion/online-views/opinion-how-does-india-compare-with-other-countries-on-testing-for-coronavirus-11593418452366.html
https://www.livemint.com/news/india/iit-delhi-national-chemical-laboratory-working-on-home-based-testing-kits-for-covid-19-11593333823559.html
https://health.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/medical-devices/diagnostic-material-for-4-7-lakh-rt-pcr-tests-50k-rapid-antigen-tests-given-free-to-delhi-by-icmr/76661263
https://theprint.in/features/the-coronavirus-pandemic-has-triggered-a-sanitary-pad-crisis/449485/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/assam-coronavirus-covid-19-cases-lockdown-6480473/
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Our health infra is fully prepared to 
tackle #COVID19, but we put equal 
emphasis on effective prevention from 
the virus too. Social distancing, safe 
practices & masks are the best ways to 
�ght the pandemic. However, we feel, 
procuring masks may not be feasible 
for many.

Mamata Banerjee
@MamataOf�cial

Boosting Make in India exports, Person-
al Protection Equipment (PPE) medical 
coveralls for COVID-19 have been 
allowed with a monthly export quota of 
50 lakh.

Piyush Goyal
@PiyushGoyal

India’s COVID-19 Containment Strategy Was ‘Too Little 
and Too Late’
With over �ve lakh COVID-19 cases and more than 16,000 
deaths, coronavirus curve is refusing to �atten in India. The 
reasons are many. India did not screen all the international 
passengers even when the �rst few cases were reported in 
Kerala. Until 20 March, ICMR did not test people with coro-
navirus symptoms without a known contact that might 
have transmitted the virus and a recent travel history. Even 
as we escalate the measures to contain it, there is a lot to 
learn from the mistakes made. 
Read More

Lessons to learn from Wuhan in �ght against COVID-19
When COVID-19 outbreak began in Wuhan, the country 
was not in a position to understand the risk and health 
hazards associated with the virus. China announced a 
nation-wide lockdown on 23 January. But before imposing 
the lockdown, the country took three important steps – all 
inter-state and intra-state bus services were terminated, all 
entertainment centres, including shopping malls, were 
closed and a ban on all public gatherings. 
Read More

On the Global Front 

The delay in clearing of import consign-
ments from China at Indian ports and 
airports can seriously and adversely 
affect the Indian pharmaceutical indus-
try as this can create shortages and 
increase costs.
Read More
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https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/boycott-china-checks-on-imports-to-hit-drug-devices-supply/articleshow/76681615.cms
https://thewire.in/health/timeline-india-covid-19-spread
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/coronavirus-covid-19-wuhan-china-liyiyu-6480376/
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