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Zooming in on India's COVID-19
Fatality Rates

28th August, 2020

Coronavirus Cases
India

Confirmed
3,392,295

Recovered
2,585,030

Deaths
61,725

Global

Confirmed
24,662,000

Recovered
17,117,872

Deaths
836,346

*Figures as on 28 August, 2020
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The Indian government’s frequent claim that India has a
lower COVID-19 fatality rate than anywhere else needs
deeper investigation. Experts believe that the country
needs to work more to control its coronavirus situation, and
there is a dire need to search for the underlying sociological
and biological causes that could explain the reason for low
fatality rates. As per experts, the reason behind this could
be that India has a young population or may be people
have some underlying immunity.
Read More

Policy Matters

"#COVID19 has taken so much from
us. But it has also reminded us that
health is not a luxury item; it the foundation of social, economic & political
stability. We’re all in this together. With
national unity & global solidarity, we will
overcome this pandemic together."@DrTedros
World Health Organization (WHO)
@WHO
Wow! This sucks! Already, those of us
working in TB are worried about future
stock-outs of TB meds because of
#COVID19 lock-downs in China and
India. Now, @US_FDA finds nitrosamine impurities in key TB drugs (rifampin and rifapentine). WTAH?
Madhu Pai
@paimadhu

Why are COVID-19 cases on the rise in Delhi?
Delhi is witnessing a resurgence of COVID-19 cases and
there could be several potential reasons behind it. Poor
mask discipline is one of the reasons behind the increasing number of cases. As per reports, almost 175,000
people have been fined by Delhi police for not wearing masks as of August 23. With the opening of weekly
markets and hotels last week, it will be difficult for people to maintain social distance, defying the guidelines
of WHO. As markets are open, no social distance Experts have warned that the recent increase in cases can
be an indication of second wave of infection in the state.
Read More
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Countries that have flatten the curve
With millions of people infected with the virus and many lives lost, the world is now gearing up to live a future
of uncertainties, thereby adopting stricter measures to contain the virus. The good news is, after witnessing
months of rising COVID-19 cases, as per reports, some countries have managed to flatten the curve. For
example, the US recorded less than 45,000 cases in a day in the past few weeks, Saudi Arabia’s daily average
has dropped to 1,200 cases.
Read More

Insight

N95 masks most effective in containing
COVID-19 spread: Scientists

Since the outbreak of the pandemic, health authorities across the world have been emphasizing on wearing
masks as a protective gear against the virus. There are various forms of masks people buy from the market
to safeguard themselves. However, as per a recent study, N95 masks is the most effective tool in controlling
the spread of respiratory aerosol droplets from the cough. To mitigate the spread, it is critical for people to
reduce the extent to which they contaminate the environment. For example, N95 reduces cough’s initial
velocity by up to a factor of 10 and limit its spread to between 0.1 and 0.25 meters.
Read More

On the Global Front
Students suspended in Florida for defying university health guidelines
At the beginning of the fall semester, Florida University suspended and punished students who were defying
the university health guidelines. The move came in the backdrop of students holding house parties, not
maintaining social distance, and participating in gatherings without wearing face masks. In Florida, while
schools have been disclosing the number of coronavirus cases, the state is yet to release a breakdown of
school related COVID-19 data. A report was published earlier this week, which was taken down hours after
its release.
Read More
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