
The Time is Now to Accelerate & 
Incentivize Innovations 

As India inches closer towards it ‘Vocal for Local’, giving 
the local industry the much-needed impetus, industry 
voices feel that the laudable move must not ignore the role 
innovation plays in this progress. Even as India walks 
towards its Make in India mission, there is a need for a 
robust infrastructure, an environment that fosters innova-
tion and incentivises it too. For new technologies to come 
to Indian shores, we need policies that allow them to reach 
our patients with smooth movement of essential supplies, 
especially as the world �ghts the novel virus.
Read More

Coronavirus Cases

Scientists work together to cut through 
the noise and bring the right information 
to people amid COVID-19. With rising 
number of conspiracy theories at this 
time, scientists believe that there is an 
urgent need to disseminate trustworthy 
information. ‘How will they do it’ is the 
big question. 
Read More

In what came as a boost for Telangana, 
the Centre gave its nod for the establish-
ment of a regional testing lab for vaccines 
in Hyderabad. This will be the second lab 
in the country after the one in Kasauli. 
Read More

Glenmark has the Indian regulator’s 
approval to conduct its study to “examine 
whether early administration of a 
combination of Favipiravir and Umifenovir, 
both acting by different mechanisms, 
enhances antiviral ef�cacy on COVID-19 
patients.” The report in BS also stated, 
that the study called the FAITH trial, “will 
enrol 158 hospitalized patients of 
moderate COVID-19 in India.”
Read More
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Zooming in on the COVID-19 Paranoia
We have seen India’s penchant for stigmas associated to 
diseases. It is time India learns from the pandemic and as 
we come out of its ruins, together, we must be able to 
remove the stigma. It is time to turn to science for answers 
and break the chain of misinformation. 
Read More

Policy Matters

India

Global

*Figures as on 26 May, 2020

Confirmed
146,498

Deaths
4,188

Recovered
61,228

Confirmed
5,617,094

Deaths
348,528

Recovered
2,391,713

https://www.expresshealthcare.in/covid19-updates/the-significance-of-creating-strong-infrastructure-supportive-policies-for-competition-and-innovation/420879/
https://gadgets.ndtv.com/social-networking/features/coronavirus-scientists-fight-online-misinformation-war-2235182
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/hyderabad/indias-2nd-testing-lab-for-vaccines-to-come-up-in-city/articleshow/75985079.cms
https://www.business-standard.com/article/news-cm/glenmark-pharma-firms-up-on-starting-new-phase-3-clinical-trial-for-covid-19-patients-120052600405_1.html
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/coronavirus-lockdown-guidelines-awareness-healthcare-services-covid-19-vaccine-shah-alam-khan-6427089/
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Epidemiologists are crying loud to save 
the lives with science. Is someone hear-
ing ? We do not know how this virus will 
behave , but we know we can save 
lives by aggressive surveillance, testing, 
tracing and isolation

Prabhdeep Kaur
@kprabhdeep

Materials and kits for #COVID19 
testing are now available indigenously, 
testing prices getting competitive, 
@ICMRDELHI tells states; urges them 
to negotiate prices with private sector 
laboratories #COVID19India.

Abantika Ghosh
@abantika77

The Indian pharma remains unfazed by 
U.S. President, Donald Trump’s claims 
to make America’s Pharma ‘great 
again’. Even as Trump’s administration 
pools in millions to grow its generics 
market, India, currently, is unaffected. 
Currently, India is among the top 
suppliers of generics to the world. 
Read More

Highlights
India’s Fight Against COVID-19 With Intelligent Testing
The ICMR claims that the government has devised an "intel-
ligent testing strategy" in its �ght against the deadly virus. 
According to recent numbers on bridging the infrastructural 
gaps, the country today has more than 600 laboratories, 
testing 1.1 lakh samples on a daily basis. As India shores up 
its healthcare infrastructure, we are yet to see if the 
approach will help India �ght the challenge. 
Read More

Brazil Faces Many Challenges Amid Coronavirus Crisis
The world’s second worst hit country, Brazil is not only 
experiencing a health crisis, but the pandemic has also 
plunged its economy into an all-time low, impacting more 
than13 million people. Health experts are also pointing to 
the fact that the real numbers might be 15 times more than 
the records, since the lack of testing is restricting access to 
the exact �gures. 
Read More

On the Global Front 
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https://www.cnbctv18.com/healthcare/trump-wants-to-make-us-pharma-great-again-indian-drug-makers-not-panicking-yet-5996271.htm
https://www.livemint.com/news/india/india-devised-intelligent-testing-strategy-against-covid-19-says-icmr-11590415763728.html
https://indianexpress.com/article/world/coronavirus-pandemic-in-brazil-is-many-tragedies-at-play-6426635/
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