
Is India Walking a Tight Rope Between 
Quality and Affordability?

While self-reliance may be on India’s agenda, in the absence 
of good quality products, progress stands still. At the recent 
webinar by the Indo-American Chamber of Commerce, the 
Union Commerce Minister clearly said that the country 
cannot afford low-quality products. What will be India’s road-
map to success in the post-COVID era? The country is 
taking steps to enhance transparency in investments, but is 
that all we need to ensure quality products for our people?
Read More

Coronavirus Cases

Delhi now stands at a total of more than 
70,000 cases. More alarming is the fact 
that close to 40,000 of these cases were 
detected in the last two weeks. These 
numbers have been revealed as a result 
of the rapid antigen testing, giving results 
in 30 minutes. The surge in the numbers 
in Delhi is likely to increase as more tests 
get conducted, says this story. 
Read More

The number of positive cases is surging 
at an alarming rate in Lucknow, with the 
capital adding 70% of its cases in a 
single month. Add to that, reports also 
reveal that half of the number of security 
personnel and local police who have 
been infected with coronavirus come 
from the capital. 
Read More

The families of more than 50 COVID-19 
survivors refused to take them back, 
including a 93-year old woman. Hospital 
authorities reveal that the patients are 
now healthy and do not need any further 
treatment. 
Read More
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Bill Gates Underlines COVID-19 Threats to the World
Expressing his disappointment in America’s response to 
contracting the virus spread, Microsoft founder Bill Gates 
expressed that the country is “not even close to doing 
enough” in its pandemic response. He also expressed his 
disagreement with White House’s claim that an increase in 
numbers is directly related to samples tested. According to 
Gates, the vaccine itself will not solve the problem, it is the 
access to the vaccine that is a cause of major concern at 
this point. 
Read More

Policy Matters

India

Global

*Figures as on 26 June, 2020

Confirmed
491,992

Deaths
15,319

Recovered
286,019

Confirmed
9,747,756

Deaths
492,552

Recovered
5,276,705

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/india-coronavirus-cases-explained-delhi-mumbai-covid-cases-deaths-6475436/
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/lucknow/lucknow-adds-70-per-cent-of-its-covid-cases-this-month-6476843/
https://www.news18.com/news/india/families-in-hyderabad-refuse-to-take-back-covid-19-survivors-50-people-re-admitted-to-hospital-2687357.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/06/25/us/bill-gates-coronavirus-town-hall-us/index.html
https://www.financialexpress.com/economy/india-cannot-afford-to-remain-dependent-on-low-cost-low-quality-products-piyush-goyal/2004462/
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We will contain this disease to the maxi-
mum possible, we will push the peak 
and lower the peak as much as possi-
ble: #NITIAayog Member Dr. VK Paul at 
the virtual launch of Covid-19 behavior-
al change campaign Navigating the 
#NewNormal

NITI Aayog
@NITIAayog

Prompt policy & social welfare mea-
sures taken by the Government under 
the leadership of PM@NarendraModi Ji 
in light of the COVID-19 pandemic have 
started showing tangible outcomes. 
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseP-
age.aspx?PRID=1633531

Piyush Goyal
@PiyushGoyal

The Need to Bring Back Con�dence in
India’s Healthcare
As the global pandemic continues to overwhelm healthcare 
systems around the world, including the ones with 
state-of-the-art infrastructure, India is looking at �ghting 
the outbreak with a three-pronged approach. While 
lockdown, creating containment zones, and ramping up 
the healthcare infrastructure were the most signi�cant 
steps, we might need to look beyond just the self-reliant 
approach to bring back the con�dence of people in the 
small nursing homes and local doctors. 
Read More

Is Germany Entirely Ready to Reopen? 
After more than 1,500 coronavirus infections spiked within 
days in Germany, the country might have to reconsider its 
efforts to reopen. The new clusters sprawl across low 
income blocks, slaughterhouses and crowded apartment 
areas. The authorities are now concerned about the infec-
tion spread among others too.
Read More

On the Global Front 

The Telangana government has 
paused random testing in Hyderabad. 
The authorities revealed that there are 
many pending samples with results 
and the objective is to clear the backlog 
before inviting new tests. 
Read More
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https://www.news18.com/news/india/telangana-pauses-covid-19-random-testing-in-hyderabad-govt-says-need-to-clear-backlog-first-2687595.html
https://www.expresshealthcare.in/blogs/guest-blogs-healthcare/building-a-health-infrastructure-for-atmanirbhar-bharat/422283/
https://spag.asia/india/
https://twitter.com/SPAGAsia
https://www.linkedin.com/company/spag/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/25/world/europe/germany-coronavirus-reopening.html?action=click&module=Spotlight&pgtype=Homepage

