
The Push for Liberal Trade in 
Medical Goods: India 

While self-reliance seems to be the order of the day, at the 
virtual Trade Ministers’ meeting recently, India raised the 
issue of the easing trade in medical goods in from of the 
G-20 nations.  There were concerns raised over how phar-
maceutical giants may not be looking at liberal trade at this 
point, however, there is a critical need to make all kinds of 
technology available around the world to ensure we �ght 
the crisis together.
Read More

Coronavirus Cases

India and Israel will join forces to 
enhance the procedure for rapid testing 
by involving premier institutions to boost 
research and development work on the 
same. The move is aimed ensuring that 
India gets back on its foot as we near 
the end of the fourth phase of lockdown.  
Read More

According to recent reports, ICMR has 
issued a new advisory on the revised 
use of hydroxychloroquine as a preven-
tive drug for “asymptomatic healthcare 
workers working in non-Covid-19 hospi-
tals, frontline staff on surveillance duty in 
containment zones and paramilitary/po-
lice personnel involved in coronavirus 
infection related activities.”
 Read More

Gilead Sciences Inc is looking at combi-
nations of Remdesivir with other drugs 
to help �ght the COVID-19 battle. Gilead 
claims they are trying to go beyond the 
scopes of the current studies and are 
looking at combinations that promise 
better patient outcomes. 
Read More
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Taking ‘Vocal For Local’ on the Global Stage
The economics of globalisation are changing. The world, 
once heavily dependent on China, is now looking closely 
into their domestic markets to fuel their economies. And, 
India is no exception. Sure, the Atma Nirbhar Bharat 
scheme might bring the much-needed �llip to the country’s 
disrupted business operations but it will take more than 
just that for India to put ‘Make in India’ on the world map 
because India is not the only country in the race to become 
the world’s manufacturing hub. 
Read More

Policy Matters

India

Global

*Figures as on 25 May, 2020

Confirmed
141,228

Deaths
4,057

Recovered
58,727

Confirmed
5,537,177

Deaths
347,293

Recovered
2,320,384

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/policy/covid-19-wto-to-discuss-possible-easing-of-trade-in-medical-goods/article31663630.ece
https://www.financialexpress.com/economy/covid-19-effect-time-for-made-in-india-tag-to-go-global/1968616/
https://www.livemint.com/politics/news/coronavirus-india-israel-to-join-hands-for-boosting-rapid-testing-11590396488025.html
https://health.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/policy/icmr-issues-revised-advisory-on-use-of-hydroxychloroquine/75911818
https://www.livemint.com/companies/news/covid-19-gilead-eyes-studies-on-combination-of-remdesivir-with-other-drugs-11590394373568.html
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Pune-based drug discovery �rm to 
start phase 3 trial on anti- parasitic 
drug Nitazoxinide on moderate 
Covid-19 patients. The drug was used 
during MERS-CoV & SARS. Study will 
be out in six months.

DivyaET
@rdivia

India’s drug regulator @CDSCO_IN-
DIA_INF has approved applications of 
@Cipla_Global Ltd & @heteroof�cial to 
manuf. & sell #remdesivir. The drugmak-
ers will be required to conduct Ph-IV 
trials 2 help identify side effects on 
patients.

Teena Thacker
@Teensthack

At a time when the race to �nd a cure for 
COVID-19 continues to worry scientists, 
the Oxford University team working on a 
vaccine revealed that there is a 50 
percent chance that the trial will yield no 
result. They cited the decline in infection 
rate a probable reason for the same.
Read More

Highlights
Is India’s Healthcare Infrastructure Ready for 
COVID-19 Crisis?
Well, if reports are to be believed then the answer would be 
a strong “yes”. As per reports in a leading national daily, the 
Centre is all ready to treat around 10 lack COVID-19 
patients in India. Report also suggests that with the help of 
the state governments, the country was able to make more 
than 1000 hospitals available for patients. While the num-
bers point towards a promising direction, we are yet to see 
if this supply can meet the steep numbers of patients.
Read More

COVID-19 Emergency Ends in Japan
Japan lifted its state of emergency and ended restrictions 
around the country, allowing businesses to reopen. The 
number of con�rmed cases (today) stood at approx. 
16,600 with around 850 deaths. The government says the 
relaxations will not mean the end of COVID-19 for the coun-
try as all protective measures will be followed. 
Read More
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