
Post Covid Can we Overthrow 
China to Make in India?

Indian government’s primary economic focus has, rightly, 
been on short-term, stop-gap stabilisation measures as 
the corona crisis has presented India with an unexpected, 
longer-horizon opportunity to expand its manufacturing 
base and play a larger role in revamped global supply 
chains. India should take advantage of a longer-term 
opening spawned by an inevitable global rush to reduce 
economic dependence on China. If it wants to ful�l urgent 
goals of boosting manufacturing and creating jobs – 
fundamental changes in policy and mindset are necessary, 
particularly regarding foreign investment. 
Read More

Coronavirus Cases

The Drug Controller General of India has 
directed the state drug controllers to 
ensure that India doesn’t face shortage 
of essential medicines during the times 
of crisis. 55 drugs have been identi�ed 
that hospitals possess to treat 
coronavirus patients in ICUs. Another list 
of 97 essential drugs too has been 
prepared for coming months.
Read More

Responding to the concerns raised over 
the imports of second-hand ventilators, 
the ministry of environment, forest and 
climate change has withdrawn its April 1 
order and simultaneously are 
fast-tracking import permissions 
required for any other equipment to treat 
coronavirus through the Directorate 
General of Foreign Trade. 
Read More

The Indian government has planned to 
ensure supply of about 15.40 crore 
Hydroxychloroquine (HCQ) tablets for 
domestic needs related to COVID-19 in 
April.  HCQ tablets will be exported to 
62 countries only after ensuring that 
Indian hospitals don’t run of medicines in 
future.
Read More
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Change Long-term Manufacturing Policies: BJP
Based on discussions with industrialists, economists, 
representatives from MSME sector and digital platforms, 
the government has submitted proposals to make 
amendments in the manufacturing policies- lowering the 
cost of production, easing of labour laws, land price, 
minimum support price for farmers, improvise National 
Data Sharing and Accessibility Policy, and simplifying

Policy Matters

India: 23,502

Global: 2,752,541
*Figures as on 24 April, 2020

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/healthcare/biotech/pharmaceuticals/some-drugs-more-essential-govt-moves-to-ensure-supply/articleshow/75339240.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/healthcare/biotech/healthcare/no-imports-of-second-hand-ventilators-now/articleshow/75310055.cms
https://theprint.in/health/govt-plans-to-supply-15-40-cr-hydroxychloroquine-tablets-in-domestic-market-in-april/407654/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/toi-edit-page/leveraging-the-covid-crisis-how-india-can-displace-china-in-global-manufacturing-and-supply-chains/
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contract enforcement provisions. These consultations 
concluded that there was an opportunity for India in the 
post COVID-19 world as many countries would prefer to 
see India as a manufacturing hub. 
Read More

Measures to revive socio-economic conditions
Only 17% of the employed have salaried jobs; one-third are 
casual labourers. According to the World Bank, 76% are in 
‘vulnerable employment’ in India. Also, there is no provision 
for unemployment doles. The situation has exacerbated 
distress in the informal sector, which constitutes around 
303 million people. If the government is successfully able 
to address the nutritional issues around food quality, a 
scienti�c decision tree can be developed by the Indian 
Council of Medical Research and Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare to guide the deployment and lifting of 
lockdowns in the future.
Read More
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India’s premier institute-All India 
Institute of Medical Sciences (#AIIMS ) 
has not conducted any #autopsies in 
cases of deaths on account of 
#Covid-19, following a decision taken 
to protect the forensic doctors from the 
highly #contagious virus. #Covid
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Interesting IIFL on ITC: Our survey of 
over 100 smokers reveals that due to 
the Covid19 related lockdown, 58% of 
smokers have quit smoking and 73% 
of these do not plan to restart even 
after the lockdown lifts.
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On the Global Front 

Defunding WHO will do no good; rather �x it 
President Donald Trump’s decision to stop funding the 
WHO at this critical time is not only irrational, but also a 
threat to the very people the decision claims to protect. 
COVID-19 has exposed the danger of ensuring access to 
health for only a certain part of society and has also 
highlighted how if some people do not have access to 
adequate healthcare, then the collective is at risk. So, it is 
important for Trump administration to tone down its 
approach towards dealing this world body.
Read More

Technology

Healthcare entrepreneurship at IIT Hyderabad: A step 
in the right direction
Indian Institute of Technology Hyderabad Center for Healtcare Entrepreneurship (CfHE) has called for 
applications for the �fth batch of its fully-paid fellowship. The programme is open to candidates with medical, 
engineering and design degrees and offers a monthly stipend of Rs. 50,000 during the �rst year of training, 
where the fellows will undergo intense clinical immersions in private and public hospitals and will also be 
taught the bio-design process by IIT Hyderabad faculty and will have access to mentors, industry 
professionals and investors besides advisors.
Read More

COVID-19 has had a huge impact on 
the world economy. While people 
worldwide have become jobless, India 
too has become victim of unemploy-
ment, that shows in GDP (0.8%). 
Sectors like tourism & hospitality, 
MSME, automobile, aviation, & real 
estate should be rescued by the ones 
doing relatively well.
Read More
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