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How can Intellectual Property
Laws help in patient safety during
COVID-19?
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Coronavirus Cases
India

Confirmed
1,312,551

Recovered
831,059

Deaths
30,821

Global

Confirmed
15,716,043

Recovered
9,588,911

Deaths
637,618

*Figures as on 24 July, 2020
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A virus that originated in China, made its way to India in
less than seven months and today the country has more
than a million active COVID-19 cases. The fact brings to
fore an important objective— fighting the virus together.
National laws of all countries must comply with standards
of IP protection and enforcement by the WTO TRIPS Agreement. What we need at this point are flexibilities available
under the TRIPS Agreement that will go a long way in ensuring that IP rights do not limit innovation and availability of
health technologies required for responding to COVID-19.
Read More

At the #SCO meeting to help decelerate
#COVID19 transmission & adopt each
other’s best practices, I said India has
made 3 strategic moves - stringent nationwide lockdowns, scaling up tech knowhow
& infrastructure and promoting pharma &
non-pharma interventions. @PMOIndia
Dr Harsh Vardhan
@drharshvardhan
"We're asking everyone to treat the
decisions about where they go, what they
do, who they meet, as life-and-death
decisions - because they are. @DrTedros
#COVID19
UN Geneva
@UNGeneva

Policy Matters
A glance at Indian healthcare system through the COVID-19 prism
As the Indian healthcare system has been crippled by the pandemic, the status quo has also offered the country
a window to strengthen its health policies, restructure and radically overhaul its health sector post COVID-19.
Affordability and infections are the biggest red flags highlighted in the National Statistical Office (NSO) report on
the consumption of health services in India. A lack of personal and clinical hygiene puts citizens at an increased
risk of contracting viruses such as the one we are facing now. What India needs to keep in mind while it revamps
its healthcare policies is that, along with allocation of more resources, behavioural change is also required.
Read More
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Is denial of community transmission affecting India’s fight against COVID-19?
With 1.29 million confirmed COVID-19 cases and over 30,000 deaths, India has third highest prevalence of the
pandemic trailing United States and Brazil. As per public health experts, acknowledging community transmission
will help India to shift its focus from containment to mitigation along with a more liberal testing regime. The denial is
affecting the country’s ability to communicate effectively, build trust and mobilise communities during the pandemic. It is about time that India realises, once you are into community phase, putting a few people in quarantine can
be counterproductive. Currently, large amounts of resources are being utilised to quarantine thousands of active
cases in hospitals and Covid-19 care centres. In this process the ones who need urgent care, are being side-lined.
Read More

Insight

Stability of the spike protein matters to make
antibodies more effective, say researchers

In the battle against COVID-19, scientists around the globe are not leaving any stone unturned to come up with
potential findings and research reports that can help in vaccine development. Researchers have found that the
spike protein of SARS-CoV-2 which is the ‘corona’ in the coronavirus that causes COVID-19 disease, changes
its form after it attaches itself to a human cell, taking a rigid hairpin shape. The question is how is the research
useful? As per the researchers, the findings can have implications for vaccine development as many vaccines
that are being developed use the spike protein to boost immune system. What can limit the protective efficacy
of these vaccines is that they may have varying mixes of the prefusion and profusion form of this protein. There
is a dire need to make the spike protein stable so that antibodies are more effective in terms of blocking the virus.
Read More

On the Global Front
Australia fears rotting of fruits and vegetables in the absence of seasonal workers
As Australia tightened its border and quarantine facilities amid a second wave of COVID-19 cases, the seasonal workers will be subjected to a two-week quarantine if they wanted to cross the border. This has raised fears
that mangoes, citrus fruit, vegetables, and other produce could rot in the absence of workers. As per a
spokesman for industry group AUSVEG, the mango harvest will begin from mid-August and the industry is
expecting a worker shortfall of about 1,500.
Read More
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