
Easing of lockdown a worry, 
June and July will be crucial

In an interview to The Indian Express Dr VK Paul, Member 
(Health), NITI Aayog has expressed concern on 
de-escalation of the lockdown in the forthcoming weeks. 
After emphasising, June and July will test country’s resolve 
he added that easing of lockdown is an opportunity for the 
virus to resurface and spread and is bound to happen. 
There could even be new clusters when life and activities 
become more normal. Dr Paul, a former professor of 
paediatrics at AIIMS, is one of the most important people in 
the planning and execution of the government’s COVID 
management plan.
Read More

Coronavirus Cases

In a bid to speed up the process of 
�attening the curve, 16 companies have 
been granted funds by the Department 
of Biotechnology for developing drugs, 
vaccines and devices to �ght the 
Covid-19.
Read More

Baddi, Asia’s largest pharmaceutical hub 
is facing major manufacturing challenges 
as the lockdown has signi�cantly 
reduced capacities after the region was 
declared a containment zone, many 
units have shut operations.
Read More

The government will make attacks on 
healthcare workers a cognizable and 
non-bailable offense, under which a 
violator may be awarded a jail term of 
three months to �ve years with a �ne of 
Rs 50,000 to Rs 2 lakh.
Read More

Should India be exporting anti-TB drug? 
Health Ministry is seeking a ban on the 
export of the drug to ensure that India’s 
demands are not threatened.
Read More
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The Right Time for India to Attract Investment in 
Healthcare
Transparency, incentivising innovation and information 
exchange on the supply chain mechanism, the Covid-19 
crisis demands all this and a lot more. We are in times 
when the US-India relations are of paramount importance 
and India-US bilateral trade is more signi�cant than ever 
before. Dr. K V Surendranath, VP of Global Sites for US

Policy Matters

India: 20,178

Global: 2,576,861
*Figures as on 22 April, 2020
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https://indianexpress.com/article/india/june-july-will-test-resolve-top-official-in-covid-battle-6373376/
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There are standard protocols of valida-
tion of stocks before distribution for 
use. Shocking that ICMR could have 
simply distributed the test kits from 
China without going thru the rigorous 
validation checks. This is surprising.
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Pharmacopeia says that this is a golden opportunity for 
India to diversify manufacturing & attract several countries 
to invest in India.
Read More

Is this India’s ‘Demo Moment’?
The times are tough but they also throw an interesting 
opportunity to push dif�cult reforms in India. The Covid 
crisis changes the status quo by giving a pressing reason 
to bring about change in the decades-old rules and 
regulations. 
Read More
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On the Global Front 

A New Vaccine From Israel Could Reconstruct the 
Coronavirus 
A US patent was granted to an innovative vaccine that 
could potentially target the novel coronavirus' Achilles' 
heel— Receptor Binding Motif (RBM), a tiny feature of its 
“spike” protein which is the most vulnerable point in a 
Coronavirus' structure. This is the critical form that enables 
the virus to bind to and infect a target cell. 
Read More

Corona outbreak: Where does the buck stop?
Pressure is mounting on China to accept the responsibility 
of the corona outbreak. After Germany Missouri has 
become the �rst US State to sue China, alleging that 
Beijing suppressed information, arrested whistleblowers 
and denied the contagious nature of Covid-19 that led to 
the loss of lives and caused "irreparable damage" to 
countries globally.
Read More

#DailyUpdate #Covid19India As total 
Con�rmed cases grow in India, Active 
cases are growing at 6.8% - so 
doubling every 10 days.

Prof Shamika Ravi
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