
Policy Shifts And Investment Required 
To Make India Self-Suf�cient

Even as PM Modi has sounded the bugle for self-reliant 
India, in the absence of a plan, this could lead to self-delu-
sion. Why? What we need at this point as policy shifts and 
invest heavily in research and development (R&D). Kapil 
Sibal underlines the roadmap for India in the new world 
order in this column published in New Indian Express, with 
these words, “The foundation of a nation’s wealth lies in 
unleashing the innovative spirit of young minds who seek 
to explore and discover new ways to overcome the 
challenges that lie ahead.”
Read More

Coronavirus Cases

For decades India has been known as the 
‘pharmacy of the world’. Even during the 
pandemic, the country took measures to 
treat COVID-19 on a national scale and it 
continued to extend a helping hand to 
other countries. In the battle against the 
deadly virus, India has supplied medicines 
to 133 countries so far.
Read More

Around the world, for example in Italy, 
China and US, more men have died from 
COVID-19 than women. But in India, 
although more men contract majority of 
infections, women died more due to 
coronavirus. As per a new research, in 
India until 20 May, 3.3% of all women 
contracting the infection in India were 
dying compared to 2.9% of all men.
Read More

In a bid to make COVID-19 treatment 
equal for all, the Delhi government 
issued an order to �x the cost of a 
COVID-19 isolation bed in any private 
hospital in the state at Rs 8,000 to Rs 
10,000 and an ICU bed with ventilator at 
Rs 15,000-Rs 18,000 per day.
Read More
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Essential Services Hobbled in India Due To Lockdown
Essential health services have faced a major setback due 
to lockdown as per health groups who were concerned 
after a National Health Authority (NHA) report stated that 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s free hospitalisation 
scheme saw a drop in claims during lockdown. Under the 
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Aarogya Yojana, 
claims fell by 64 per cent for cancer treatment, 24 per cent
for neonatal care and 28 per cent for childbirth services. 
Read More

Policy Matters

India

Global

*Figures as on 22 June, 2020

Confirmed
427,046

Deaths
13,717

Recovered
237,929

Confirmed
9,081,218

Deaths
471,321

Recovered
4,863,190

https://www.newindianexpress.com/opinions/2020/jun/22/centre-has-no-road-map-for-self-reliance-2159624.html
https://www.businesstoday.in/current/economy-politics/india-pharmacy-of-the-world-during-coronavirus-pandemic-shanghai-cooperation-organisation/story/407586.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-53104634
https://thewire.in/health/delhi-govt-to-subsidise-beds-procure-oxygen-tanks-for-covid-19-patients-in-private-hospitals
https://www.telegraphindia.com/india/prime-minister-narendra-modi-scheme-dip-bares-coronavirus-lockdown-health-toll/cid/1782755
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Remdesivir: Hyderabad based Hetero 
Pharma aims to deliver 1 lakh doses 
over 3-4 weeks; Mumbai, Delhi top 
priority @archanajsr reports @CN-
BCTV18Live #COVID #Pharma

Shereen Bhan
@ShereenBhan

"Even before #COVID__19 arrived, 
Indian hospitals were beleaguered. The 
Indian government spends less than 
$26 per person per year on health 
care." Scary story on how accessing 
healthcare in India is a struggle during 
this crisis, by @suhasiniraj

Madhu Pai
@paimadhu

To aid Italy in trying times of COVID-19, 
India dispatched 45 tonnes of pharma-
ceutical goods and medical equipment 
to Italy from Mumbai International 
Airport. It was carried by Alitalia Airlines 
that converted a wide body Boeing 
777-300 aircraft from a passenger 
aircraft to a cargo freighter. 
Read More
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Impossible To Immediately Ban Chinese Products
In India
India’s ambitious desire to boycott Chinese products and 
make them in India, has raised a crucial question of wheth-
er the import substitution should be done in one go or in a 
calibrated fashion. India needs to view the matter holistical-
ly. India imports crucial machinery from China that adds to 
domestic manufacturing and exports. It could take India at 
least �ve to 10 years to replace this. It is not feasible to ask 
Chinese �rms in India and Chinese investors in Indian stock 
markets to pack up and leave.
Read More

Spike In COVID-19 Cases Reported In Eastern Kenitra 
Province Of Morocco 
After witnessing a spike in COVID-19 cases, Morocco 
opened its �eld hospital for around 700 coronavirus 
patients in eastern part of the country. After an outbreak 
was seen in fruit packing plants in eastern Kenitra province, 
the country reported a record single-day rise in coronavirus 
cases last week.
Read More
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https://mumbaimirror.indiatimes.com/coronavirus/news/mumbai-airport-helps-dispatch-45-tonnes-on-new-cargo-service-to-italy/articleshow/76497874.cms
https://www.outlookindia.com/magazine/story/business-news-burn-the-factory/303361
https://www.wionews.com/world/coronavirus-morocco-opens-field-hospital-after-spike-in-virus-cases-307427
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