
‘Make in India’ Should Not
Compromise Patient Safety

India has relied on frugal innovations for decades that has 
helped the country to provide affordable solutions, but as 
far as ventilators are concerned, the approach failed to 
help us in COVID-19 times. While the move towards ‘Make 
in India’ is laudable, we must also ensure that we are not 
exploiting the objective by producing unsafe, untested, and 
low-quality products. Experts feel that India should focus 
on building export-worthy goods for the domestic market. 
Read More

Coronavirus Cases

British healthcare workers begin the trial 
for anti-malarial drug today by taking 
part in a University of Oxford-led interna-
tional trial of two anti-malarial drugs. 
Reports revealed, “The trial will involve 
40,000 frontline healthcare workers from 
Europe, Africa, Asia and South America.” 
Read More

In what came as a ray of hope in �ghting 
COVID-19. according to recent reports, 
“an antibody (S309) found in the blood 
sample from a patient who successfully 
recovered from Severe Acute Respirato-
ry Syndrome (SARS) in 2003, has the 
ability to prevent SARS-CoV-2 live virus 
infection of cells.” 
Read More

Extending a helping hand to the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), a 105-member 
medical team from Kerala has travelled 
to the Gulf country on a medical mission. 
The members will work in the critical 
care units of various COVID-19 hospitals 
across the Emirates.
Read More
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WHO Puts Trust In India For COVID-19 Vaccination
Lauding India's effort in combating the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, WHO Executive Director, DR Michael Ryan said that 
they were relying on India to produce COVID-19 vaccine as 
the country produces high quality vaccines that are deliv-
ered to the world. He emphasized on the partnership 
between the public and private sector by adding that there 
were some great companies in both public and private 
sector that were working with WHO on developing a 
vaccine.
Read More

Policy Matters
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Global

*Figures as on 21 May, 2020

Confirmed
113,461

Deaths
3,457

Recovered
46,002

Confirmed
5,119,655

Deaths
330,429

Recovered
2,043,137

https://www.livemint.com/news/world/coronavirus-uk-healthcare-workers-begin-hydroxychloroquine-trial-11590063390351.html
https://www.livemint.com/news/india/coronavirus-sars-antibody-found-to-neutralise-covid-19-11589977818452.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/kerala/2020/may/21/105-member-kerala-medical-team-travels-to-uae-for-covid-19-mission-2146117.html
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/jugaad-fails-to-work-for-low-cost-ventilators-safety-concerns-deter-buyers/articleshow/75856854.cms
https://www.indiatvnews.com/news/india/who-coronavirus-vaccine-rely-on-india-for-high-quality-vaccine-dr-ryan-exclusive-619101
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Dilemma for doctors as Roche’s Covid 
drug (mktd by Cipla) is ‘life-saver’ but 
too costly. At Rs 60k per dose, critical 
patients of Covid-19 who go into cyto-
kine storm are given the drug if they 
can afford it. Most patients in govt 
hospitals don't. I report

Divya
@rdivia

Didn't the IPA say they are doing every-
thing to supply drugs in the pandemic 
�ght. What happened? Makes the case 
stronger for biosimilars. If tocilizumab 
works, can Roche not sign multiple 
deals with generic companies? Just 
saying.

Vikas Dandekar
@VikasReports

India is facing a dramatic increase in 
COVID-19 cases as more than three 
million migrant workers return home. In 
a data released by the Bihar 
government earlier this week, “out of 
835 migrant workers who were tested 
on their return from Delhi, one in every 
four tested positive for COVID-19.”
Read More

Highlights
In The Post-Pandemic Environment India Stands A 
Chance Of Global Diversi�cation
This is India’s time to build a trusted supply chain relation-
ship with the U.S. Experts call out for the need to use this 
time as an opportunity to work together, build trust and 
welcome policies that help both countries prosper. And this 
can only be achieved through creating policies that allow 
this exchange to happen by reducing tariffs and allowing 
manufacturing companies inside the country to be a part of 
the global supply chain.
Read More

Is China’s Jilin Province at Risk of a ‘Big Explosion’?
Experts have warned of a potential ‘big explosion’ in a 
north eastern province of China, Jilin that has reported an 
outbreak of about 130 cases and two deaths. As China is 
witnessing a sudden surge in COVID-19 cases in its north 
east region, the authorities have turned to many of the 
same strict lockdown measures that they used in the 
central city of Wuhan in winter.
Read More

On the Global Front 
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