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Is India losing its COVID-19 battle
in some states?

21st August, 2020

Coronavirus Cases
India

Confirmed
2,910,032

Recovered
2,160,059

Deaths
55,002

Global

Confirmed
22,891,681

Recovered
15,538,763

Deaths
797,671

*Figures as on 21 August, 2020
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While there are many reasons to celebrate the success
when it comes to COVID-19 recoveries in India, we must
live the spirit of optimism with caution. While we are witnessing a continuous decline in the number of active cases in
Delhi, Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu remain hotspots. And
then, we have Kerala, which was the most successful state
in combating the outbreak, which saw an unfortunate spike
in cases recently. The virus is still unpredictable, and even
as life struggles to return to normal, we must not ignore the
warning signs coming from these states.
Read More

As I wrote in @ThePrintIndia last week,
virus spread could slow down in India
as early as November.Rising seroprevalence supports this. Many Indian states
& cities might be close to herd immunity by the time the vaccine is available.
Nitin Pai
@acorn
Big cities will start to show a remarkable fall in virus spread, says Dr Muliyil.
Seeing 20-25% seroprevalence across
the country overall. 60% is the goal for
the country to say we are reasonably
protected, Dr Giridhar Babu
@thePHFI #SeroSurvey #Covid_19
Shereen Bhan
@ShereenBhan

Policy Matters
Reporting the unreported: The key to managing COVID-19 menace in India
The story of COVID-19 deaths in Mumbai brings to fore, many realities as experts believe that there has been
undercounting of deaths and real toll could be greater. What are the lessons learnt from the city’s situation? It
highlights that coronavirus spreads much more rapidly in slum areas and poor housing. As there is no magic
wand to control the spread of the virus, there is a dire need of being cautious about the numbers we reveal
to the public, to protect the urban poor by providing them equal access to healthcare facilities, and while
writing stories around COVID-19, possible underreporting should be considered.
Read More
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What does India’s rising recovery rate reveal?
With almost three million active and over two million recovered cases, experts believe that India may be nearing its COVID-19 peak. As per State Bank of India analysis, India will reach its peak once it hits 75 percent
recovery rate, based on trends witnessed in other countries. However, reaching a peak does not mean
pandemic has ended in India as it can hit new peaks if proper precautions are not taken. India’s cases are
doubling every 22 days, at par with Argentina and the US. The SBI report revealed, across all states in Gross
State Domestic Product, the average loss is 16 percent.
Read More

Insight

Study suggests children could be
silent spreaders of COVID-19

Although the main focus of COVID-19 pandemic has been adults who were being screened, a new study
suggests that kids are not immune from the infection and could potentially be silent spreaders of the disease.
The study refutes previous claims about younger people not being infected as much as the adults. The
researchers from Massachusetts General Hospital (MGH) in the US revealed that among the 192 children
tested, 49 children tested positive for SARS-CoV-2 with significantly higher level of virus in their airways than
hospitalised adults in ICUs.
Read More

On the Global Front
New COVID-19 Cases Bring Academic Year in Colorado School to a Halt
As the new academic year started in schools of Colorado, two students at the Weld Re-8 School tested
positive for COVID-19, leading to a two-week shutdown of the school. As per reports, both the students were
a part of two separate groups on campus which had more than 500 students compiled, hence there was a
need of closing the school. The school officials clarified in an email that contact tracing is in place to identity
other people who met the two students and they are following all recommendations by Department of Public
Health and Environment.
Read More
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