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Why India Must Prepare a
Vaccination Plan in Advance

2nd July, 2020

Coronavirus Cases
India

Confirmed
606,907

Recovered
360,378

Deaths
17,860

Global

Confirmed
10,836,298

Recovered
6,057,192

Deaths
519,605

*Figures as on 2 July, 2020

Highlights
Tamil Nadu has taken over New Delhi to
become the second most affected city
with COVID-19 as the number of new
cases reached 4,000 in a day. That said,
Delhi’s recovery rate continues to be
better than the national average.
Read More
As the world waits for the pandemic to wane and a vaccine
to define the future course of action, things are not that
simple for densely populated countries like India. Even with
the media reports suggesting that we could possibly look at
more than 200 crore doses of the vaccine made available
for public use by 2021, without accessibility, these numbers
would mean nothing to patients. What India needs as this
point, is to create a vaccination plan defining the delivery
systems, selecting the strategy for delivering, recruiting
volunteers and more to meet its health system challenges.
Read More

Policy Matters
Too Little, Too Late: Did India Neglect an Emergency?
We are reeling under a pandemic we were clearly ill-prepared for. However, there were warning signs. So, how did
we reach these soaring numbers? With an abysmally low
spend on healthcare, the government knew the gaps.
From testing facilities to hospital beds, did India take too
long in opening its eyes to the corrective measures? The
questions are many.
Read More

After hearing a batch of PILs on Wednesday, the Telangana High Court
expressed dissatisfaction on a state-government report on COVID-19 tests,
questioning the lapse in providing the
details on information regarding the
cases to the public.
Read More
According to media reports, professor
Sunetra Gupta, an epidemiologist from
Oxford University, in an interview with
Hindustan Times, shared why many
people may not require a vaccine for
COVID-19, citing how lockdowns cannot
be a long-term solution to contain the
spread.
Read More
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Is India Prepared to fight a Mental-Health Pandemic?
Mental health in India makes up for only 1.3% of the government’s total health expenditure (World Health Organization
estimates, 2017). We find ourselves in times when mental
health is a key concern and should be a key priority as well.
A post-Covid world could well drive many Indians (and
populations worldwide) into depression. Unfortunately, if
the country was ever to fight a pandemic in mental health,
the ratio of 1.93 mental healthcare workers to 1,00,000
people will do little to address it. It’s time to rethink our
mental health solutions.
Read More

On the Global Front

Highlights
India crossed nine million COVID-19
tests on July 1, as per the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR). The
officials also revealed that daily testing
is growing fast and India now has over
1,000 laboratories (including private).
Read More

Digital ConversationsSocial Media
"When clusters of #COVID19 cases
emerge, we need to use public health
infrastructure to find, test & isolate
cases, do contact tracing. break chains
of transmission. It’s important that
when clusters begin, countries act
aggressively to stamp them out." -@mvankerkhove of @WHO.
Global Health Strategies
@GHS

Image source: AP Photo/Martin Mejia

Peruvians Flood the Streets as Lockdown Ends
When the lockdown ended in Peru after months, Lima saw
residents flooding the markets, bus stops and shopping
centres. Even though the106-day coronavirus lockdown
ended in Peru, the capital still stands at the risk of a surge in
the number of infections.
Read More

The country needs a combination of
targeted localised approaches to overcome the #Covid -19 crisis & another
nationwide #lockdown is not an answer
to increasing cases as each state will
see the pandemic peaking at a different
time,public health experts say
Teena Thacker
@Teensthack
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