
Finding the ‘Healthcare’ in India’s 
Economic Stimulus 

For a country that spends only 1.15% of its GDP on health-
care, the silence on healthcare is disturbing. As all sectors 
brace up to �ght the COVID-19 crisis with signi�cant invest-
ments by the government, where is India on bettering its 
low level of public spending on health? Poor quality, limited 
reach and insuf�cient public provisioning of healthcare are 
a cause of concern. Also, many States are simply not in a 
position to deal with a second wave of infections. Even as 
healthcare workers lead the charge in �ghting this battle, 
has India revised its health-economics yet?
Read More

Coronavirus Cases

With some microbiologists opposing the 
use of HCQ for Covid-19, India contemplat-
ing a revision of its recommendation to use 
hydroxychloroquine (HCQ). The Indian 
Council of Medical Research (ICMR) is 
considering the issue and may revise its 
treatment guidelines soon.
Read More

To boost the testing facilities in rural 
India, India is setting up public health 
laboratories at block levels. In its attempt 
to ramp up the healthcare infrastructure, 
especially at the district level, the govern-
ment also plans to get an infectious 
diseases block in the districts. There will 
be integrated public health labs in all 
districts at the block level. 
Read More

With COVID-19 claiming more than 
307,666 lives around the world and more 
than 4.5 million affected people, Presi-
dent Donald Trump said US will donate a 
lot of ventilators to India to help it �ght the 
pandemic. 
Read More
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India Must Look into the Future with Global Alliance 
In the interest of its economic development as well as 
strategic ties to the world, India must align with the West-
ern world. From technology to health, we are still a country 
relying on investments from across the globe to employ 
millions and improve the living standards of our people. To 
be a great power, we must look at partnering with the 
powers who have treaded down that road before.
Read More

Policy Matters

India

Global

*Figures as on 18 May, 2020

Confirmed
96,492

Deaths
3,041

Recovered
36,824

Confirmed
4,833,249

Deaths
317,218

Recovered
1,871,806

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/where-is-health-in-the-stimulus-package/article31609611.ece
https://www.orfonline.org/expert-speak/why-india-should-align-us-66233/
https://www.cnbctv18.com/healthcare/us-to-donate-ventilators-to-india-to-fight-coronavirus-trump-5940951.htm
https://www.expresshealthcare.in/news/govt-to-set-up-public-health-laboratories-at-block-levels/420498/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/healthcare/biotech/healthcare/divide-among-experts-may-force-icmr-to-revise-hcq-guidelines/articleshow/75794938.cms?from=mdr


On the Global Front 
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@ICMRDELHI is contemplating a 
revision of its recommendation to use 
hydroxychloroquine (#HCQ ) for #Covid 
-19 after ethical questions were raised 
about its use, sparking a rift within its 
task force of experts.
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@Teensthack

Lockdown4 where are the critical care 
beds? Top 5 states with high number of 
Covid-19 infections and fatalities have 
scant info on critical care beds. Excep-
tions being Maharashtra, TN and Delhi

DivyaET
@rdivia

To improve patient access to testing, 
the FDA has granted an emergency 
clearance to a COVID-19 testing kit 
which allows people to take a nasal 
sample at home and send it for testing.
Read More
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Blazing COVID-19 Hotspots Emerging in Kano
While there were reports of slower COVID-19 cases in Africa 
in comparison to other continents, as per the numbers 
shared by WHO, it seems like Kano is experiencing a major 
outbreak. According to NYT, “of�cially, Kano has reported
753 cases and 33 deaths attributed to the virus. But in reality, the metropolis is experiencing a major, unchecked 
outbreak, according to doctors and public health experts. It could be one of the continent’s worst.”
Read More

The Five Pillars of U.S.-India Bilateral Ties 
The Indian Intellectual Property Rights to be developed via 
the USA model, the purchase of high-end defence helicop-
ters by India worth US$ 3 billion, to the productive Linked 
Incentive PLI Scheme to Apple USA to manufacture in 
India, export of hydroxychloroquine to the U.S., and the 
promise of global efforts to respond to disease outbreaks 
such as novel Covid-19, by the leaders of both countries— 
the bilateral ties between India and America are more 
crucial than ever before. What does this mean for India? 
The country will ramp up its supply chain mechanism so as 
to gain a place in global supply chain sector.
Read More

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/17/world/africa/coronavirus-kano-nigeria-hotspot.html?action=click&module=Top%20Stories&pgtype=Homepage
https://www.indiawest.com/blogs/five-important-deals-boosting-india-u-s-bilateral-cooperation/article_73d169e0-9805-11ea-a9d2-1be5162ffe98.html
https://theprint.in/health/us-grants-emergency-approval-to-at-home-sample-collection-kit-for-covid-19-test/423795/
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