
Why India Must Rethink its Public 
Spending on Healthcare

To combat COVID-19 successfully, public spending is 
critical. The Indian Finance Minister, in the wake of the 
pandemic, recently announced an increase in public health 
expenditure. While this time of crisis calls for a stronger 
approach on how we spend on public health, the govern-
ment must ensure that the economics of health must 
include the important chapter on public spending. The 
post-Covid world will require these measures to be stron-
ger. India needs to look at permanent solutions and 
sustained improvement of the health care infrastructure.
Read More

Coronavirus Cases

Talking about signs of hope amidst these 
times of outbreak, the World Health 
Organisation’s Director General Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus has claimed that 
there are "green shoots of hope" in the 
battle against the deadly virus. 
Read More

To boost testing, treating and clinical 
management of patients, rapid antigen 
detection tests will start in Delhi this 
week. As per experts the test will help in 
mitigation and containment of the 
pandemic as it will give results within 30 
minutes as opposed to the normal 
COVID testing where one has to wait for 
24 to 48 hours.
Read More

The central government has recommend-
ed the Delhi government to cap the price 
of COVID-19 testing at Rs 2,400, in a 
bid to make testing fair and affordable 
for all. One of the many decisions taken 
by the Home Minister, was the immedi-
ate doubling of sample testing in Delhi. 
Read More
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Is India All Set to Export PPE Kits and Sanitizers?
Credit it to the MSMEs, India is all set to create surplus PPE 
kits and export them too. MSME minister Nitin Gadkari 
said, “with the co-operation of the MSME ministry, the 
cluster is doing an excellent job. Today the cluster is 
making 10,000-12,000 PPE kits per day. Now we are 
surplus and have given NOC for exports and are exporting 
it.” What’s interesting is that investors around the world are 
now willing to invest in India as they are getting more returns here and their investment is secured. 
Read More
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*Figures as on 18 June, 2020

Confirmed
368,705

Deaths
12,280

Recovered
195,139

Confirmed
8,468,952

Deaths
451,979

Recovered
4,439,353

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/why-the-public-healthcare-system-is-seeing-a-market-failure/article31850960.ece#
https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/coronavirus-world-health-organization-sees-green-shoots-of-hope-in-fight-against-covid-19-pandemic-2247980
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/test-results-in-no-time-antigen-kits-to-help-check-covid-spread/articleshow/76434891.cms
https://www.businesstoday.in/sectors/pharma/coronavirus-test-price-in-delhi-capped-at-rs-2400/story/407244.html
https://www.financialexpress.com/industry/sme/msme-exim-msmes-helped-india-to-have-surplus-ppe-kits-sanitizers-says-nitin-gadkari-making-this-much-daily/1994874/
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Dexamethasone, under spotlight for 
‘improving survival’, may see rising 
demand. #COVID19.
https://indianexpress.com/article/in-
d i a / c o r o n a v i r u s - d e x a m e t h a -
sone-under-spotlight-for-improving-sur
vival-may-see-rising-demand-6463954
/ via @IndianExpress

Prabha Raghavan
@PrabhaRaghavan

Final part #mentalheath series delves 
into organisations response to mental 
wellbeing of employees during 
#COVID19. Experts say studies abroad 
found rise in alcoholism,suicides, 
mental ailments following 2008 �nan-
cial crisis. It could be worse now.

Viswanath Pilla
@viswanath_pilla

Funded by the PM-CARES Fund, a 
Mysuru based company called Skanray 
Technologies told Economic Times that 
it has started delivering ventilators to 
the government and 30,000 will be 
delivered by August. 
Read More

Highlights
Shortage Of Ventilators As COVID-19 Cases Surge
In Delhi
The soaring cases in Delhi are pointing to one major issue 
that the city is facing a major shortage of ventilators. They 
are required for one to two percent of corona cases when 
the patient is unable to maintain oxygen saturation despite 
medication and oxygen therapy. As per latest data from 
different hospitals across the city, 70 percent of the avail-
able 693 ventilators in Delhi are occupied. Is India making 
the kind of investments in its critical care system needs?. 
Read More

China Gets Tough on COVID-19 Precautionary
Measures 
After a second wave of infections hit Beijing, all schools 
were declared shut from Wednesday. According to media 
reports, “the residential compounds are conducting 
temperature checks as well as registration of people who 
are entering and leaving the city”.
Read More

On the Global Front 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/healthcare/biotech/healthcare/30000-ventilators-funded-by-pm-cares-to-arrive-by-august-pm-says-supply-has-started/articleshow/76430257.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/health-infra-on-ventilator-as-cases-soar/articleshow/76434875.cms
https://theprint.in/world/china-has-a-new-covid-challenge-how-to-contain-outbreak-in-beijing-without-sealing-city/443322/
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