
Why Price Caps Will Not Bridge India’s 
Public-Private Healthcare Gaps

What India is currently experiencing is an environment of 
mistrust between the government and the private health-
care players. There is a widespread perception that private 
hospitals are overcharging and most of the tests conduct-
ed by them are ‘unnecessary’. And even as the govern-
ment pins its hopes on the mechanics of price control to 
solve the problem, experts feel it is a terrible idea. What 
India needs is a new outlook and an ecosystem that under-
stands and “accepts the legitimate motivations of all the 
stakeholders.”
Read More

Coronavirus Cases

The �rst shipment of 100 ventilators from 
US arrived at the Indian shores to be 
handed to the Indian Red Cross Society. 
The shipment made its way into India 
through the US Agency for International 
Development. These are brand new, 
state-of-the-art ventilators. 
Read More

Scientists are looking at a cheap steroid, 
Dexamethasone as the �rst probable 
drug that could possibly save lives in the 
COVID-19 patients. In what they are 
calling a major breakthrough, the experts 
say that the drug has reduced death 
rates by around a third among the most 
severely ill Covid-19 patients in a trial. 
Read More

The Director of the Washington-based 
Center for Disease Dynamics claims that 
the novel virus transmission is already 
happening within the community and 
there is a fair chance that India hundreds 
of millions of infections have already hit 
India. 
Read More
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Underlining India’s Role in the Fight Against COVID-19
From affordable diagnostics t medical devices, basic test 
kits to high-end medical equipment, India has what it takes 
to emerge as a signi�cant player in global health research 
and development when it comes to innovation. India is 
already at the forefront with many anti-viral drugs being 
manufactured here that could be re-purposed to treat mild 
cases of COVID-19. 
Read More

Policy Matters

India

Global

*Figures as on 17 June, 2020

Confirmed
356,372

Deaths
11,954

Recovered
187,718

Confirmed
8,299,344

Deaths
446,926

Recovered
4,347,490

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/us-hands-over-1st-shipment-of-100-ventilators-to-india-as-covid-19-assistance-11592307887727.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/06/16/steroid-dexamethasone-reduces-deaths-from-severe-covid-19-trial.html
https://thewire.in/health/india-probably-has-tens-of-millions-of-covid-19-infections-already
https://www.hindustantimes.com/analysis/india-is-key-to-the-global-battle-against-covid-19/story-fTjPSTIXhX3FocdsTsI3QJ.html
https://theprint.in/opinion/price-controls-are-a-terrible-idea-to-tackle-private-public-healthcare-gap-in-india/442138/


Image source: India Today

17th June, 2020Volume XXXXIII

2

www.spag.asia

Reach Us At

Digital Conversations-
Social Media

Adverse impact of Covid on maternal, 
newborn services in low and middle-in-
come countries risks undermining 
improvements in health outcomes and 
care achieved over last 3 decades. 
Alarming declines in use of services, in 
quality of care in health facilities.
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Testing widely, Diagnosing patients, 
isolating, tracking contacts, testing and 
quarantining need a trained workforce, 
planning & coordination. Most coun-
tries will need to invest in expansion of 
public health cadre to keep #COVID in 
check
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According to recent media reports, the 
Health Ministry has revealed that India 
has signi�cantly ramped up testing 
capacity close to a three lakh samples 
each day. As per the numbers on 
Wednesday morning, India has tested 
59,21,069 samples.
Read More
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Will More Procurement Address India’s Healthcare 
Infrastructural Challenges?
While critical care is an important aspect of the �ght against 
the coronavirus, what India also needs to understand is that 
the pandemic cannot be countered by only procuring more 
equipment like ventilators. We need to take the attention 
back to the basics and ensure that the policy response to 
the disease management is not restricted to procure more 
ventilators. Our ICUs also lack the basic equipment like 
10% of ICUs in MP did not even have the basic Blood Gas 
analysers. We need to address the basics as critical care 
will not be helpful if primary care tools are not available. 
Read More

Japan Explores the Possibility of COVID-19 Testing
in Sewers
According to Japanese researchers, sewage testing can 
now be used as an early warning system to let people 
know about community transmission. In what came as a 
warning signal for future outbreaks, the researchers have 
con�rmed the presence of coronavirus in wastewater 
plants.
Read More
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https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/health/coronavirus-india-ramps-up-testing-capacity/article31843552.ece
https://www.freepressjournal.in/analysis/making-critical-care-in-india-relevant-and-humane
https://www.indiatoday.in/world/story/japanese-researchers-coronavirus-testing-possible-outbreak-warning-system-1689856-2020-06-17
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