
Is India Learning to Live With the 
Pandemic? Coronavirus Cases

There were many pinning their hopes on 
the arrival of summer, thinking the novel 
coronavirus will not survive the tempera-
ture. There is new evidence to prove that 
there is still no statistically signi�cant data 
to link epidemic growth with latitude and 
temperature.
Read More

In a new development, scientists are 
studying the use of ultraviolet germicidal 
radiation (UVGI) to detect the virus in 
schools, restaurants, and other public 
places. Through this method, ultraviolet 
(UV) lights would be able to disinfect 
contaminated public spaces to stop the 
transmission of the virus.
Read More

Passengers traveling by Special Rajdhani 
trains will have to download the Aarogya 
Setu app as it has been made mandato-
ry. Passengers who don’t have it will be 
asked to download even after reaching 
the station. That said, there has been no 
mention of it in the Ministry of Home 
Affairs guidelines for passengers availing 
these train services. 
Read More
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With the Indian railways reopening the limited passenger 
services from today, and the government relaxing the 
lockdown in many cities, these are changing times in 
India’s COVID-19 battle. The Union civil aviation minister 
also said that we might start air travel as soon as the 
Centre gives its nod.  That doesn’t change the fact that 
close to 2,215 Indians have died due to coronavirus with 
more than 4,000 new cases tested positive cases in the 
last 24 hours. The big question here is— are we prepared? 
Or is India learning to just live with the pandemic?
Read More

Time for the U.S. to Reinstate GSP bene�ts? 
It seems like the crisis has brought the bilateral discussion to 
bring back India under the US trade program back on the 
table. The GSP bene�ts revoked by the Trump administration 
last year could be restores as a “symbolic gesture” of gratitude 
for the Narendra Modi government’s decision to send HCQ or 
paracetamol to the US amid the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Read More
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*Figures as on 12 May, 2020

Confirmed
71,441

Deaths
2,310

Recovered
23,049

Confirmed
4,282,366

Deaths
288,083

Recovered
1,541,322

By Keshav Desiraju, Former health secretary

https://theprint.in/diplomacy/thank-you-india-us-could-reinstate-gsp-trade-benefits-in-return-for-hcq-paracetamol/418797/
https://theprint.in/talk-point/railways-to-resume-is-india-beginning-to-learn-to-live-with-the-coronavirus/419076/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/covid-summer-temperature-correlation-6405358/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-can-ultraviolet-light-help-detect-kill-the-coronavirus-6402346/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/aarogya-setu-app-mandatory-for-passengers-on-special-rajdhani-trains-6405760/
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While there have been initial debates 
about the usage of masks and their 
effectiveness in containing the virus, 
dominant scienti�c evidence proves 
that even if 70% of people wore an 
effective professional mask every time 
they ventured outdoors, the pandemic 
could be eliminated from the city. 
Read More

Highlights

Mexico Warns Against Usage of Trashed Masks
A group representing Mexican pharmacy owners said 
Monday it has received reports about people picking used 
surgical face masks out of the trash and reselling them. 
Face masks in many cities are frequently sold individually 
on the street by unlicensed vendors. The Mexican Pharma-
cy Owners Unions advised Mexicans to cut their used 
masks into pieces before throwing them away as sharing 
re-used masks increases the risk of infection. 
Read More

The Crisis Brings to Fore, India’s Infrastructural Gaps 
There are many gaps India needs to address before our 
economy �nally is back on its wheels. From the spate of 
orders on testing (mild cases to be discharged without a 
con�rmatory test!) to hospitalization (mild cases to be treat-
ed at home), India’s anti-COVID strategy is ad-hoc. Where 
is India on the infrastructure dashboard to contain the virus 
and how long before we �nally address the yawning gaps 
in the healthcare infrastructure?
Read More

On the Global Front 

Digital Conversations-
Social Media

As lockdowns lift, essential that health 
care services for HIV, TB & malaria 
catch up, to minimize deaths and suffer-
ing & prevent sliding back of progress 
made. @UNAIDS @endmalaria @gates-
foundation @StopTB @MoHFW_INDIA 
@ICMRDELHI @MoetiTshidi @WHO-
SEARO @GlobalFund @USAID @AD-
B_HQ

Soumya Swaminathan
@doctorsoumya

Health authorities in #Mumbai are indis-
criminately giving #hydroxychloroquine 
(HCQ) to adults and children in a bid to 
curb the spread of #COVID19, raising 
ethical questions over a therapy that 
lacks clinical evidence of ef�cacy in 
treating the disease.

Teena Thacker
@Teensthack
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