
The Cost of Medical Care in India
in COVID-19 Times 

The pandemic had many �ghting the rising costs in the 
private hospitals of India. However, it should not have taken 
an outbreak for India to underline the costs borne by 
patients seeking treatment in the country. We must under-
stand why there is a dependence on the private sector for 
better quality healthcare— because public healthcare infra-
structure is inadequate. Now is the time to balance the two 
to ensure patients have access to advanced healthcare 
without incurring heavy costs. How can India do it?
Read More

Coronavirus Cases

As the world continues to �ght the 
COVID-19 battle, the Indian government 
said that the country will continue to 
curb the export of only speci�c reagents, 
instruments and diagnostic kits. “All 
other diagnostic kits/reagents/instru-
ments/apparatus are freely exportable 
subject to submission of an undertaking 
by the exporter to the customs authori-
ties at the time of export,” said the 
Directorate General of Foreign Trade 
(DGFT) in a media statement. 
Read More

In a recent sociological survey to under-
stand India’s perception about the novel 
virus, only three in 10 respondents said 
that they believed that coronavirus 
(COVID-19) was manufactured in a 
laboratory. The other 42%, believed it 
evolved naturally.
Read More

To treat severely ill COVID-19 patients, a 
pan-Maharashtra clinical trial is on the 
way to assess the ef�cacy of plasma 
therapy. This is set to be launched by 
the medical education department. 
Read More
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The Role of Data in the Fight Against the Pandemic
As doctor and statistician William Farr rightly said, “It is only 
when crystallized by the intellect, that facts constitute the 
eternal truths of science.” Eventually, we will rely on a 
vaccine to save us from SARS-CoV-2, but until then, we 
need to look at vital statistics to work towards managing 
the outbreak. From data gathering to analytics, the num-
bers are particularly critical in saving thousands of lives, as 
they did in the past. 
Read More

Policy Matters

India

Global

*Figures as on 11 June, 2020

Confirmed
288,061

Deaths
8,143

Recovered
142,853

Confirmed
7,493,436

Deaths
419,795

Recovered
3,805,083

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/needed-a-transfusion-for-public-health-care/article31798593.ece
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/06/10/magazine/covid-data.html
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/export-curbs-now-only-on-specific-diagnostic-kits-instruments-dgft/articleshow/76298597.cms
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/health/about-three-in-ten-believe-coronavirus-was-made-in-a-lab-says-survey/article31798338.ece
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/maharashtra-statewide-plasma-therapy-trial-for-critical-patients-gets-nod/articleshow/76312895.cms
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The progress made by the ventilator 
sector in the last few months is an exam-
ple of how a facilitative environment can 
scale up manufacturing through 
#MakeInIndia: Mr. MV Gautam, CMD, 
BEL

NITI Aayog
@NITIAayog

#COVID__19 may end up leaving 
Delhi's health system richer. The 
government is planning to buy 30,000 
beds within a month. This is double the 
number of hospital beds promised by 
the #AAP govt in 2015. @htTweets

Anonna Dutt
@AnonnaDutt

In a new research, scientists examined 
that a medicine used for gastric 
troubles on Covid-19 patients to check 
its effectiveness in subsiding the symp-
toms of the disease. Scientists believe 
this will help patients who are under 
home quarantine. 
Read More

Highlights
The New Milestones in India’s COVID-19 Journey
As things stand, India’s number of patients recovered has 
successfully crossed those who are currently sick. While 
this marks a signi�cant milestone in the recovery process, 
the statistic may have little importance an impact as of 
now. Why? Because it does not mean that we will see the 
numbers shrinking from here on, as we are neither are we 
heading towards the starting of an end nor close to the 
arrival of the pandemic’s peak. Even with the current fatality 
rate at 2.7% India still has a long way to go before recover 
completely.
Read More

Baby Boom is Indonesia’s Big Concern in the Post-
Corona World
With the pandemic many healthcare providers in Indonesia, 
the statistics by the National Population and Family Plan-
ning Agency reveal that about 10 million married couples 
stopped using contraception, as of April. This is worrisome 
in a country that has been encouraging its citizens to use 
birth control by providing Indonesia’s poor with free contra-
ceptives and counsels its young and married couples for 
the same. Baby boom happens to be a crisis Indonesia 
may have to prepare itself for in the post-Covid era. 
Read More

On the Global Front 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/india-coronavirus-recoveries-active-cases-lockdown-6453644/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/10/world/asia/indonesia-coronvirus-baby-boom.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/indigestion-drug-may-help-treat-covid-19-symptoms-say-researchers/story-daFzgAhMCuMpg6j5jz03SM.html
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