
Is India Walking the Right Path With 
the 'Atma-Nirbhar-Bharat'?

As India’s promise of self-suf�ciency unfolds, maybe it’s 
time to take a pause and rethink. For a country that took 
decades to collaborate with the global world to give its 
people the best the world has to offer, can we turn to 
“self-reliance” again, especially at a time when we are �ght-
ing a pandemic? Will the rhetoric of self-suf�cient India 
plunge our economy into yet another crisis? Let us under-
stand why the appealing idea of ‘atma-nirbhar Bharat’ may 
be far from reality if India is to give its foreign counterparts 
a level playing �eld on the home ground.
Read More

Coronavirus Cases

More than a hundred scientists are 
raising questions about the Lancet study 
which prompted the World Health Orga-
nization to half trials of Hydroxychloro-
quine (HCQ). According to reports, 
scientists have found discrepancies in 
the evidence and data shared.  
Read More

Building on the bene�ts of Hydroxychlo-
roquine (HCQ) prophylaxis against 
coronavirus, the Indian Council of Medi-
cal Research (ICMR) said that four or 
more doses of HCQ consumption 
among healthcare workers have proved 
to be successful in bringing down the 
infections. 
Read More

Mothballed for two years, the 
government is all set to implement the 
National Digital Health Blueprint which 
will ensure that a single repository 
records the medical details of all the 
citizens. The moves comes at a critical 
time when the pandemic is impacting the 
country severely. 
Read More
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Time for Private Sector Healthcare Reforms in India
From understanding the role of private players in the �ght 
against the pandemic, to addressing the unregulated 
markets that are failing in allocating essential services, India 
can use this time to reform its private healthcare sector. 
There is a need to address the gaps and create policies 
and regulations that aid this transition. 
Read More

Policy Matters

India

Global

*Figures as on 1 June, 2020

Confirmed
191,356

Deaths
5,413

Recovered
92,027

Confirmed
6,291,969

Deaths
374,369

Recovered
2,862,634

https://scroll.in/article/962793/lessons-from-a-pandemic-how-india-can-reform-its-private-healthcare-sector
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/toi-edit-page/the-false-promise-of-self-reliance-an-inward-looking-india-could-quickly-slide-towards-closed-mindedness-cronyism-and-mediocrity/
https://theprint.in/health/why-researchers-are-questioning-lancet-study-that-linked-hcq-to-higher-covid-death-risk/432896/
https://www.timesnownews.com/health/article/four-or-more-dosage-of-hcq-showed-significant-decline-of-covid-19-among-healthcare-workers-icmr/599674
https://www.livemint.com/science/health/covid-19-india-to-maintain-interoperable-health-registry-of-citizens-11590934227117.html
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Over 600 healthcare workers and hospi-
tals staff have tested positive for the 
infection so far. Two (that we know of) 
have succumbed. We need to focus on 
safety of healthcare workers. 

Anonna Dutt
@AnonnaDutt

A Saurashtra BJP MP conceded that 
private hospitals “failed” to rise to the 
challenge. “They treated the lockdown 
like a holiday. They got into the act 
when the Delhi brass directed them to 
help,” said the MP

Rohan Venkat
@RohanV

Three Indian companies get license 
from the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration (NASA) “to manu-
facture its indigenously developed venti-
lators for critical COVID-19 patients”. 
Read More

Highlights
How Mumbai Became the Epicentre of COVID-19 in 
India
The �nancial capital is now the epicentre of COVID-19 infec-
tions in the country, with the city responsible for India’s 
4700 deaths from the virus. What went wrong? Even with 
the medical staff present 24/7 and hospitals �ooded with 
people, Mumbai tells the story of an under-funded health-
care infrastructure and its perils in a society that is strug-
gling to �ght the pandemic. Take a closer look at the story 
of Mumbai’s struggles at this time.
Read More

The Story Behind Nicaragua’s ‘Midnight Burials’
Among the last countries to adopt measures to curb the 
virus, Nicaragua is now dealing with an unprecedented 
crisis, with signs of infection raging through the country. 
Currently, testing is limited and health organizations are 
struggling to �nd the right numbers of cases. According to 
the NYT report, “Without any testing for Covid-19, they are 
told that their loved ones died of pneumonia and — 
because of fear of contagion — are urged to bury them as 
soon as possible.” And now, “rushed funerals” are being 
held in the country. 
Read More
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