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Faster Clearance of Chinese
Imports Likely

1st July, 2020

Coronavirus Cases
India

Confirmed
591,420

Recovered
352,171

Deaths
17,495

Global

Confirmed
10,632,219

Recovered
5,837,063

Deaths
515,026

*Figures as on 1 July, 2020

Highlights

The Indian government has recently assured industry representations of quick clearances of Chinese imports stuck at
many ports in India. The government sources stated that the
consignments will move as early as midnight tonight but all
essentials category imports such as Active Pharmaceutical
Ingredient, Key Starting Raw Materials and intermediates,
electronic and mobile devices will be given first priority by the
authorities. Clearances of medical devices such as pulse-oxy
meters, infrared thermometers, many more will happen only
after the government clears the above-mentioned essentials.
Read More

Policy Matters

Another attempt to combat the deadly
coronavirus has failed. Researchers in
the RECOVERY trial at the University of
Oxford were testing the possibility of HIV
drugs lopinavir and ritonavir to cure the
virus. To their disappointment however,
the test didn’t show desirable results as
a significant medicine in question can’t
curb mortality of infected patients.
Read More
There has been an increase in the
COVID-19 cases in India even since
Unlock down 1 was implemented
toward the end of May. President of
Public Health Foundation of India Prof. K
Srinath Reddy cites an increase in rates
of testing, violation of social distancing
among people has been the reasons
behind the ever-increasing number. He
further states that only the consistent
reduction in the daily death cases can
determine whether COVID-19 has
peaked in India.
Read More

Structural changes in the implementation of policies is
the need of the hour
While we thought the recent outbreaks in the form of pandemics such as SARS, EBOLA, MERS and now COVID-19 would
change the mindsets of policymakers as they learn from past
mistakes, unfortunately, very less structural change in terms of
implementation of policies has happened so far. The lack of urgency not just in India but across the world can be attributed to the lethargy among key decision-makers who could
have acted otherwise. As the world moves towards a model to reduce a health catastrophe, it is important for nations
to have concrete dialogues to combat such situations in future, which is unfortunately missing now.
Read More
1

Volume XXXXXIII

1st July, 2020

Nothing has changed in Indian healthcare system ever
after independence
The notion of equal rights to adequate medical care
irrespective of the purchasing capability of people (as mentioned) in the 1946 Bhore Committee report) has hardly
been implemented barring the early years of independence
times. It certainly doesn’t mean that Indians never prioritised
healthcare. Interestingly, the Central Government Health
Scheme (CGHS), initially was designed for government
employees based out of Delhi. The scheme, however, was
scaled up a bit and reached other cities covering a certain
segment of the population. But overall, the elite officers in
India availed this generous scheme, but never shared it with
other Indians. Ayushman Bharat scheme today too has not
been of much help especially with respect to Universal
Healthcare.
Read More

Highlights
Given the volatile environment and how
would post COVID-19 scenario be like,
many start-up ventures may have to
revamp themselves and offer as per the
demands of the new world coping up
with new normal. Virendra Kumar
Tewari, director, IIT Kharagpur claimed
that many start-ups had managed to
foresee the needs of the future, hence
they were able to manufacture successful PPEs and ventilators.
Read More
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On the Global Front

What could be a better time than this to
acknowledge the contribution of the
'men & women in white'. If hard work,
selflessness, dedication & care had one
common synonym, it would be
'DOCTOR'. Give'em a shout out &
retweet. #ThankYou
IndiaToday
@IndiaToday
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After COVID-19, another flu creates upheaval; can turn
into a pandemic: Chinese scientists
While the world struggles to combat coronavirus, a new
worry in the form of flu has been found in China. According
to the Chinese scientists, the flu- a virus carried by pigs has
the potential to turn into another pandemic. It can mutate
thus, spread from one person to another, thus is under rigorous monitoring.
Read More

Even as #DCGI had approved antiviral
#favipiravir for restricted emergency
use to treat mild to moderate Covid-19
patients, Glenmark Pharma’s drug is
yet to find favour with @ICMRDELHI as
it’s not being made the part of clinical
treatment protocol.
Teena Thacker
@Teensthack
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